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Childhood time in Covid: 

Six months have passed since the Covid-19 pandemic took hold in this country and we entered an    

unprecedented lockdown.  

This is not simply a story of doom and gloom. For some children, certain aspects of the pandemic 

brought benefits. Families whose incomes remained stable, perhaps as a result of the furlough 

scheme, often found that they had more quality time to spend with one another. The percentage of 

children feeling stressed some of the time actually decreased from 47% to 34% between March and 

June. 

For the full report from the Children’s Commissioner please click here.  

County Lines 

 

Norfolk and Suffolk are now considered key target areas for ‘county lines’ which can be highly       

effective criminal networks supplying drugs across rural areas. The government is so concerned that 

last week it published a project tender to 'deliver a coordinated response to the Criminal Exploitation 

and County Lines challenge across Norfolk and Suffolk. It will deliver directly against existing local 

County Lines Strategies in both counties'. Norwich has the most links of any other city outside London 

and Suffolk is ranked sixth nationally. These networks target vulnerable young people to courier 

drugs, leading to an increase in cuckooing, violent crime, sexual exploitation and arrest. 

 

The issue of gangs and county lines is intrinsically linked to the umbrella term ‘criminal exploitation’. 

This term better reflects the wider implications of how and why young people and vulnerable adults 

get involved in gangs, county lines, trafficking, grooming and the common occurrence of switching 

between being a victim on one hand and a perpetrator on another. 

 

The Covid-19 pandemic has undoubtedly exacerbated all these concerns, with an increase in young 

people going ‘off the radar’ and lacking the oversight and structure provided by school and college 

life. Whilst existing initiatives can evidence effective work with vulnerable young people, numbers 

have increased within some of the hardest to reach groups.  

The Framingham Earl Safeguarding Team is below.  

If you have a concern about a child’s safety or welfare call 0344 800 80 20 or dial 999  

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/cco-childhood-in-the-time-of-covid.pdf
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False or Offensive Social Media Profiles 

The Law around social media is difficult to navigate, but increasingly the law is being used to            
prosecute people who use social media platforms to create false profiles which target specific          
individuals to bully them or where communications are Grossly Offensive, Indecent, Obscene or False. 

The  Crown Prosecution Service have identified the legal tools around false or offensive social media 
profiles. Therefore tackling the problem of ‘spoof ‘ sites.   

Social media platforms usually require people to use their real or authentic identity. This creates a        
safer space for users and enables platforms to detect accounts created for malicious purposes,     
making it harder to use an anonymous name to bully or engage in criminal behaviour. 

The act of setting up a false social networking account or website, or the creation of a false or     
offensive profile or alias could amount to a criminal offence, depending on the circumstances. 

This article draws on information from UK Safer Internet Centre 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/law-and-social-media 

Young Carers—Lisa Andrew 
 

In Norfolk it is believed that on average 2 students in every classroom are Young Carers; this could entail 
providing physical or emotional support for a parent, a sibling or for another family member outside of 
the home who has physical or mental health needs.  

The impact of Coronavirus on Young Carers is significant and many may be spending less and less time 
with friends outside of school to protect those they are caring for. They may also be feeling that they 
have become behind in school work over the lockdown period as their caring responsibilities may have 
increased. Students and families can access further support through this forum managed by South       
Norfolk Youth  Advisory board:  https://mtmyouthservices.jimdo.com/ 

Peer on peer abuse 

Children can abuse other children. This is generally referred to as peer on peer abuse and can take 
many forms. This can include (but is not limited to) bullying (including cyberbullying); sexual violence 
and sexual harassment; physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, biting, hair pulling, or           
otherwise causing physical harm; sexting and initiating/hazing type violence and rituals. 

Below are some signs and symptoms of peer on peer abuse: absence from school or disengagement 
from school activities, physical injuries, mental or emotional health issues, becoming withdrawn – lack 
of self esteem, lack of sleep, alcohol or substance misuse, changes in behaviour, inappropriate           
behaviour for age and abusive towards others. 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/law-and-social-media

