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Introduction 
 
 
This booklet is designed to help students and their parents and carers understand 
which courses are available in Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11). 
 
Decisions made at this point can affect the future direction young people take; so, 
making a careful well-informed choice is important. 
 
 

In this guide you will find: 

 

➢ Details about the Fram Options Process and timescales 

➢ A guide to GCSEs and qualification levels 

➢ Advice on choosing courses and combinations 

➢ A guide to the English Baccalaureate  

➢ A description of the courses on offer at Framingham Earl High School 

 

 

A number of staff are involved in the options process including:  

 

➢ Senior Leadership Team 

➢ Directors of Learning 

➢ Subject Directors  

➢ Ms D Gray (Independent Careers Practitioner) 

➢ Class Teachers 

➢ Form Tutors 
 

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to be in touch. 
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Headteacher’s Welcome  
 
 

 
I am delighted to present our options booklet showing our 
courses available for September 2022. 
 
Our Key Stage 4 curriculum includes examined subjects 
and core content.  Our examined content sees all 
students studying triple Science, Citizenship, English 
Language, English Literature and Maths.  Our core 
content ensures all students follow non examined 
courses in PE and PSHE.  Each young person is then able 
to select three additional courses to follow and we are all 
here to support these being informed choices.   
.  
 
At Fram Key Stage 4 is not just about gaining 
qualifications. We are committed to all students being 
able to flourish and we know that everything that occurs 
alongside taught lessons remains vital for our young 
people.  Our belief is ‘Anything’s Possible’ and we 
support all to enjoy learning about different subjects, 
develop their personal skills including independent 
learning and resilience and continue to play an active role in school life. We ask KS4 students to 
take on additional responsibilities, such as joining Headteacher’s Council, acting as peer 
mentors, leading clubs and being subject ambassadors.   Sports teams, music lessons. Drama 
productions, trips and co-curricular opportunities remain an incredibly important part of our 
offer to Year 10 and 11 students.  All students will complete work experience in Year 10 to 
develop themselves further and engage in the world of work.   Our Guidance Team support 
throughout this period with developing knowledge of Post 16 pathways and a range of 
opportunities occur in Key Stage 4 to allow engagement with Sixth Forms, Colleges and 
Apprenticeship providers. 
 
Many thanks for taking the time to read through this information and engaging in the Key Stage 
4 transition process.  

 

 

 

Mrs Becky Arnold 
Headteacher  
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Options Process and 

Timescales 

 
November - December 2021 

 

- Y9 PSHE unit focus on careers 

13th December 2021 

 

- Options booklet launched  

10th January 2022 

 

- Options Evening 4.00 – 6.00pm 

11th January 2022 

 

- Online application opens 

18th January 2022 

 
- Parents’ Consultation 4:00pm -

6:30pm (via Teams) 

4th February 2022 

 

- Online application deadline 

From February Half Term – 
April 2022 

 
- Individual discussions where first 

choices are unable to be allocated  

May 2022 

 
- Subject choices confirmed to parents 

and students  
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A Guide to GCSEs 
 
 
GCSE stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education. Assessment is mainly by exam, 
there are some courses which use other styles of assessment such as PE, Drama and Music.  
 
Examinations will be taken at the end of the two-year period. Exams are only split into 
‘foundation tier’ and ‘higher tier’ if one paper does not give all students the opportunity to show 
abilities and skills.  
 
Re-sit opportunities are only available for GSCE English and Mathematics in the November 
following the GCSE summer series.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Qualification levels  
 
As students’ progress through their qualifications, we often talk about qualification levels – 
below is a brief overview. 

 

Entry Level  - Foundation Learning (Vocational) 

Level 1 

 
- Foundation Learning (Vocational) 
- GCSEs (Final Grade Outcome 3 – 1) 
- BTEC, Cambridge National, Apprenticeship  

Level 2 

 
- GCSEs (Final Grade Outcome 9 – 4) 
- BTEC, Cambridge National, Apprenticeship 

Level 3 

 
- A Levels 
- International Baccalaureate 
- Apprenticeship, BTEC Vocational 

Current GCSE Grading Structure 

Old GCSE Grading Structure 
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Our Offer 
 

 
Over a two-week period, Key Stage 4 students will study the following: 
 

 
Core Subjects 
 

GCSE English Literature and English Language  8 hours  

GCSE Mathematics   7 hours  

 
GCSE Triple Science  
 

 12 hours  

 
GCSE Citizenship  
 

 3 hours  

PE  
*In addition, students can select GCSE dance as an option 
to complete during core PE time  

 4 hours  

PSHE   1 hour  

 

 
 
 

GCSE Option Subjects 
 

Option 1 
 

5 hours   

Option 2  
 

5 hours  

Option 3  
 

5 hours  
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Choices Flowchart 
 

 

  

Independence

 Don't choose on the basis of what friends are doing or on the basis of 
favourite teachers.  

Aptitude

✓ Choose subjects where you are making good progress academically.  If you are 
unsure - talk to your teachers.  

Enjoyment

✓ Choose subjects you think you will enjoy the subject content.  Use this booklet 
to research the subjects closely and ask teachers for advice.

Balance
✓ If you are not sure what you want to do in the future make sure that your 

options are broad and balanced.  Make sure you have booked a careers 
interview.

Ambitions
✓ Do you have a particular career in mind?  If you do research university courses 

and their entry requirements and work back from there.
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Other points to consider 

 

 
 

Remember:   

Your teachers, form tutors, Subject Directors, Director of Learning, Senior 
Leadership Team, Careers advisors and Parents are all here to help! 

 
We will do our best to fulfil your subject choices, provided these are carefully 
thought out and appropriate. However, we reserve the right to make final 
decisions. Since we have limited resources, occasionally students will be 
disappointed if some courses prove to be too popular, or not popular enough, 
to run. Where this happens, we will discuss possible alternatives with you. 

 
 

  

Does the course have a 
high practical content?  

For GCSE PE are you part 
of a team or squad?  

Do your course choices 
have similar coursework 
deadlines? (i.e. Art and 

Textiles or DT and Food) 

Are you willing to commit 
to additional rehearsal 

times for subjects such as 
Drama, Dance and Music?

Some subjects, such as 
Food & Nutrition, have 
limited numbers due to 

facilities available in 
rooms.
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English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 
 
The EBacc is not a qualification in its own right. However, a student has 
achieved the EBacc if they have gained grade 5 or above in: 
 

- GCSE English Literature or Language 

- GCSE Mathematics 

- Two GCSE Science qualifications e.g., GCSE Biology and GCSE Physics 

- GCSE Geography or History; and 

- A GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish here at Fram) 
 

The Government ambition is to see 90% of GCSE pupils choosing EBacc combination 2025.  
 
Many students follow this curriculum though it is not right for everyone. Some universities and 
employers look favorable on this combination – so it is useful to consider your post-16 choices 
when selecting your GCSE courses. 

 
 

Core Plus 
 

The Core Plus opportunity is only available to those students on the SEND register.  
 
It is a non-GCSE group which focusses on skills required in Maths, English and Science and is 
structured to support learning or to help prepare for assessments and exams. 
 
Mrs Harvey will discuss this option with students and parents who we feel may benefit from this 
opportunity. 
 

 

University Technical College Norwich (UTCN) 

 
UTCN is a vocational educational route for students aged 14 - 19 who are interested in 

Engineering, Science, Technology, Maths or Computing. 

 

More information can be found on their website:  www.utcn.org.uk 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.utcn.org.uk/
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Post 16 Opportunities 

 
Students from FEHS move on to a range of Post 16 providers. 
 
In September 2021, the majority of our students enrolled at City College, Notre Dame Sixth 
Form, Wymondham College Sixth Form, Jane Austen and Sir Isaac Newton Sixth Form. Other 
students enrolled at Easton College, Thorpe St Andrew Sixth Form, Hellesdon High Sixth Form, 
Dereham High Sixth Form, Langley School, Norwich School, Wymondham High Sixth Form, 
Access Creative, Poultec Training and Develop EBP. 
 
For Further Careers Information 
 

➢ https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/ 
 
➢ www.helpyouchoose.org 
 
➢ Unifrog - The complete destinations platform. 
 
➢ Book an appointment with Ms D Gray d.gray@fehs.set.education  

 
 
Most careers sectors offer multiple tiers of entry. For example; 
 
To become a solicitor, you may; follow an apprenticeship route or a degree route.  

 
➢ A degree route could be a LLB or Bachelor of Laws then the legal practice course (LCP)  

 
➢ or you could take a non-law degree then the Common Profession Exam or Graduate 

Diploma in Law followed by LPC. 
 

 
Or to become a Nurse, you could follow; A degree in 
Nursing or Nursing degree apprenticeship. 

 
➢ Or you could become a Nursing Associate, then 

complete further training to become a Nurse. 
 

2021 Destinations:  Total Number and % of whole cohort 

Y12 at a school Sixth Form 66 (46%) 

Further Education at a Post 16 provider  74 (51%) 

Apprenticeship 1 (0.7%) 

Seeking Employment 1 (0.7%) 

Not in Education, Employment or Training 3 (2%) 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/
http://www.helpyouchoose.org/
https://www.unifrog.org/
mailto:d.gray@fehs.set.education
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Core Subjects  

English Literature and  
Language 
 
Subject Director:  Miss S McDonagh 

 
Exam Specification: AQA 8702 English Literature / AQA 8700 English Language 
 
 
The ability to use your own language effectively is one of the most important skills you can 
develop. Not only will it help you in all your other subject areas in school, but it will also be 
valuable to you throughout your life, whatever path you choose to follow. 
 

What will I study? 
 
The syllabuses for English Language and English Literature are very closely linked and it is 
usual for all students to enter for both qualifications.  You will study a number of challenging 
texts and produce writing in a range of styles. 
 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
Both GCSEs are assessed through formal examinations at the end of Year 11. 
 
Spoken Language  
 
Throughout the course, you will take part in a range of Spoken Language activities that will 
include individual presentation, group discussion, formal debate and role-play. 
 
Students will give a presentation to their peers based on a topic of their own choice. This will 
be filmed and formally assessed. The award for this part of the course will be recorded as a 
separate grade. 
 
Examinations 
 

English Language:  
Paper One 

Explorations in Creative Reading and 
Writing:  This paper requires analysis of 
fiction texts and writing to entertain 

1 hour 
45 
minutes 

50% of 
GCSE 
grade. 

English Language:  
Paper Two 

Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives:  This 
paper requires comparison of non-fiction 
texts and writing for purpose and audience 

1 hour 
45 
minutes 

50% of 
GCSE 
grade. 
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English Literature: 
Paper One 

Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel:  
This paper requires personal response to 
texts and analysis of the methods used to 
convey meaning 

1 hour 
45 
minutes 

40% of 
GCSE 
Grade 

English Literature: 
Paper Two 

Modern Texts and Poetry:  This paper 
requires comparison of texts 

2 hours 
15 
minutes 

60% off 
GCSE 
Grade 

 
 
 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
These courses are designed to help you become a mature, critical and literate communicator, 
capable of expressing your ideas confidently both verbally and in writing.  
You will also be encouraged to broaden your experience of texts and to 
become a more analytical, perceptive reader. 
 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
Lessons will often involve group discussions, reading a range of materials 
and writing for different purposes and audiences.  
 
You will learn in a supportive and inclusive environment where you will 
be encouraged to have individual and original ideas. 
 
In Year 10, students will study all set exam texts: ‘Macbeth’, ‘The 
Strange Case of Doctor Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’, ‘An Inspector Calls’ 
and the ‘Power and Conflict’ AQA Poetry Anthology.  They will 
explore creative writing techniques and hone their writing skills 
and style. 
 
All Year 10 assessments will be based upon exam style questions. 
 
In Year 11, students will practise the reading skills tested in the 
English Language exam: retrieval, analysis and comparison. They 
will develop their exam technique through timed exam practice 
responses.   
 
 

What could I do next with English and English 
Literature?  
 
The options are endless!  High attainment in English will open 
doors for you in Further Education.  You could choose to study 
English Literature at A Level or a course including Linguistics, 
Journalism or Creative Writing.  Skills learned in English and 
English Literature will also help you with new subjects such as 
Sociology, Psychology or Media Studies, which require analytical 
and essay-writing skills.  
 
We also hope that we will have inspired you to continue to read for pleasure, to express your 
ideas with confidence and to enjoy working with others.  
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Mathematics 
 
Subject Director:  Mrs H Clare 
 
Exam Specification: Edexcel 1MA0 GCSE Maths 
 
 
 
 
Mathematics plays a large part in everyday life for everyone. Time, weight, length, areas, 
volumes, money, percentages, logical thought, problem-solving and much more are all 
aspects of a mathematical education. Competence in the basic skills is essential both for 
employment requirements and everyday living. 
 
A grade 4 at GCSE will be a minimum requirement for a range of post-16 opportunities and 
Higher Education, e.g., University.  Maths is also a source of pleasure and a challenge and 
forms part of many recreational pastimes. 
 
 

What will I study? 
 
We are following Whiterosemaths Scheme of work which includes wide variety of topics. All of 
the topics are covered with all students, some of which are extended to a greater depth in year 
10 and year 11 to prepare them for their GCSEs depending on the tier of exam entry. 
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How will I be assessed? 
 
There are three papers to complete, each lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes and each paper is 
worth 80 marks. All exams will be sat in the Summer at the end of the course in Year 11. 
 
There are two levels of entry at GCSE;  

▪ Higher paper caters for grades 4-9 and 
▪ Foundation paper with questions targeted at grades 1-5.  

 
The volume of subject content has increased. The demand of that content is increasing too, 
with harder topics being introduced. This is true for both Foundation and Higher Tier students. 
In the assessments there is a greater emphasis on problem solving and mathematical 
reasoning, with more marks now being allocated to these higher-order skills. Students will be 
required to memorise formulae – fewer formulae will be provided in examinations. Together 
these changes are designed to help students emerge from GCSE Mathematics with a level of 
confidence and fluency that will provide a genuine foundation for the rest of their learning and 
working lives. 
 
The level of entry is recommended by the teacher to ensure that as many as possible get the 
highest grade of which they are capable. However, the final decision for level of entry is made 
in partnership with the school. 
 

 
What skills will I develop? 
 
You will develop the mathematical skills required for everyday life including aspects of 
financial planning. You will develop logical thought processes, organisational skills and you 
will learn the value of hard work, determination and perseverance. 
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What will lessons be like? 
 
Very much like the previous 3 years. You will be in similar sets, and you will work in the same 
way. You will meet more challenging topics, but success is based on applying the basic skills 
you learned in Years 7 to 9. A lot of the work done in Years 7 to 9 will form part of your GCSE 
work.  
 
 

What could I do next with Mathematics? 
 
Mathematics is an essential life skill at home, work or at leisure. If you take it beyond GCSE, A 
Level Mathematics is a highly valued qualification and forms a large part of any scientific or 
engineering context.  
 
Many other types of work 
require basic percentage 
work, money sense and 
use the skills you will 
have gained over your 
five years here. 
 
 
 

Further Mathematics as an additional GCSE 
 
This subject will be offered to some students who are thinking to take A Level Mathematics. It 
will be as an extra GCSE with some teacher support provided once per week as a Period 6, 
textbooks as a resource and online materials.  Mrs Clare will discuss this option with students 
and parents who we feel may benefit from this opportunity. 
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Science 
 
Subject Director:  Mrs C Sparkes 
 
Exam Specifications: Edexcel 1SC0 GCSE Combined Science  

OR Edexcel 1BI0 GCSE Biology, Edexcel 1CH0 GCSE 
Chemistry, Edexcel 1PH0 GCSE Physics 

 
Students will start their GCSE Science route studying the separate sciences. This will give them 
an opportunity to get a broad, full and engaging insight into all three of the Science subjects. 
The separate science content is not conceptually harder for students and give them the 
opportunity to study many more real-world applications of the theoretical science. This has the 
benefit of reinforcing the students learning of the scientific theory. 
 
The majority of students will study for separate subject GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics.  Through the course of year 10 and year 11, using in-class and mock exam assessments 
we will make an informed decision about whether students should be entered for the GCSE 
Combined Science exams or the three separate science GCSE subjects. The decision will be 
based upon the following factors; 
 

• How well the student is managing their KS4 classwork, homework and revision 
• The students’ career aspirations  

• Attainment in end of unit tests and mock exams 
 
The decision on Science exam pathways for individual students will be made in conjunction 
with the student, their family, Science teachers and the School Leadership Team. 
 
 

What will I study? 
 
The separate science topics are highlighted in bold text. 
 
Key Concepts in Biology; cells and control; genetics, including protein synthesis; natural 
selection and genetic modification; health, disease and the development of medicines 
including virus lifecycles and antibiotic resistance; plant structures and their functions; animal 
coordination, control and homeostasis including thermoregulation, osmoregulation and the 
function of the kidneys; exchange and transport in animals and finally, ecosystems and material 
cycles including the effects of pollution on ecosystems and food security. 
 
Key concepts in Chemistry; states of matter and mixtures; acids and alkalis; calculations of 
masses and moles; electrolysis; obtaining and using metals; quantitative chemistry; dynamic 
equilibria and the Haber process; the transition metals, alloys and corrosion; the periodic table, 
rates of reaction, fuels; earth and atmospheric science; the chemistry of hydrocarbons, alcohols 
and carboxylic acids; polymerisation, qualitative analysis and materials science. 
 
Key concepts of Physics; motion and forces; conservation of energy; waves including 
hearing, ultrasound and infrasound; light and the electromagnetic spectrum including colour, 
lenses, radiation and the greenhouse effect; radioactivity including the uses of radioactivity, 
nuclear fission and fusion; astronomy; energy - forces doing work; forces and their effects; 
electricity and circuits; static electricity; magnetism and the motor effect; electromagnetic 
induction; the particle model; forces and matter. 
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Comparing the GCSE Combined Science and Separate Science Pathways 
 

Question GCSE Combined Science GCSE Separate Sciences 

What 
qualification 
will it lead to? 
 

A GCSE in Combined Science.  
This is a Double Award 
qualification. It is worth the 
equivalent of two GCSEs. 
Students will receive two grades 
for this qualification. 
 

Three separate Science GCSEs 
(one each) in Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics. 
 

How will I be 
assessed? 
 

The assessment process for Combined Science and Separate Science 
in very similar. Each pathway has six exam papers: two Biology, two 
Chemistry and two Physics. In Combined Science each exam paper is 1 
hour and 10 minutes long. In the Separate Sciences each exam paper 
is 1 hour and 45 minutes long. 
 
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from the 
distinct topic areas described above. The exam papers will include 
multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response 
questions. Candidates may be entered for either the Foundation or the 
Higher Tier. The Foundation Tier paper will target grades 1 – 5. The 
Higher Tier paper will target grades 4 – 9. 
 
There are no longer any forms of assessed coursework element. Instead, 
all students must learn about and gain experience in 18 practical 
techniques, any of which may be subject to written questions in any of 
the exam papers. 
 

What could I 
do next with 
the GCSE 
Sciences? 
 

GCSE Combined Science 
provides a reasonable 
grounding in the three sciences. 
With a good grade you could go 
on to study any of the A Level 
Sciences.  However, the separate 
Sciences gives a better 
grounding for Science A Levels 
and would confer an advantage. 

Studying the three separate 
GCSE Sciences will give you  
both a broader and a deeper 
understanding in each of the 
Sciences as well as a distinct 
advantage if you decide to go on 
and study any of the Sciences at 
A Level.  
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Citizenship Studies  
 
Subject Director:  Mr J Hudson 
 
Exam Specifications: Edexcel GCSE Citizenship Studies (1CS0) 

 

 
GCSE Citizenship Studies is studied by all students, from Year 9 
culminating in an exam at the end of Year 11.  
  
The qualification aims to develop positive and proactive citizens 
who have the knowledge and understanding to improve their 
communities locally, nationally and globally. From understanding 
the history of Britain as a diverse nation, to learning about the role 
of the United Nations, analysing the influence of modern media, to 
evaluating different methods of crime reduction, students will gain a 
better grasp of how they can play a significant role in the 
democratic process. The qualification also endeavours to develop 
communication, negotiation and teamwork skills, all of which are essential to future 
employers.  
 
Units Studied: 
THEME A: Living together in the UK 

THEME B: Democracy at work in the UK 
THEME C: Law and justice 

THEME D: Power and influence 
THEME E: Taking citizenship action 

 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
Students will sit two exams, each lasting for 1 hour and 45 minutes and carrying 50% of the 
overall qualification. Whilst students do not complete a controlled assessment, they must 
work in small groups to plan a “Citizenship Action project” in which they will conduct research 
into an issue of their choosing and then work together to advocate for change. Students will 
analyse the effectiveness of this campaign in the second exam paper. 
 
 

Extra Support 
 
There will be a provision of online support materials and a comprehensive revision guide.  
 
 

Parental Support 
 
Parents can go to the Edexcel website to access specific documents and information relating to 
qualifications. It is also possible to buy the course textbook ‘Citizenship Today’ by Jenny Wales 
from most online bookstores. Perhaps the easiest and best way for parents to support students 
is to encourage them to listen to or watch the News and then discuss news items with them. 
When doing so it is also helpful to challenge their views and present alternative ideas, even if 
this means “playing Devil’s Advocate”. 
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 Religion, Philosophy & 

Ethics 
Subject Director:  Mr M Neville 
 

Non GCSE Subject 
 
 
The aim of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics in Key Stage 4 is to promote tolerance and 
acceptance of the diversity of religious beliefs held in our multi-faith society, as well as to 
continue to develop a strong sense of morality and self-reflection, focusing on cultural, social 
and spiritual enrichment.   
 

Students are taught this through Knowledge Building Days which strive to build links with the 
local faith community. Students will be off-timetable for these days and will participate in a 
variety of workshops, including those run by external groups.  The content of these days will 
be finalised in the summer.  Below is an example of what Knowledge Building Days could 
look like. 
 
Understanding 
Islam Day 
 

Students will take part in workshops hosted by members of the Rose Lane 
Masjid in Norwich, covering topics such as beliefs about God, The Five 
Pillars, ethical and moral dilemmas, the role of women and community 
cohesion. 

Morality 
 Students will take the opportunity to look at what may serve as inspiration 

for developing a sense of what is morally right, including both religious and 
non-religious influences.  There will be the chance to examine the sources of 
authority in one religion in detail, such as the Noble Eightfold Path and the 
Five Precepts in Buddhism or the teachings of Jesus in Christianity. 

Beliefs About 
God 
 

Students will consider how different religions perceive God, thinking about 
the qualities that God may possess, the concept of the oneness of God 
(monotheism) in various world faiths and the influence that belief in God has 
on the way believers lead their lives.  As part of this, students will also have 
the opportunity to reflect upon the whole question about the existence of 
God. 

Interfaith Day 
 

Students will participate in workshops run by members of the Unitarian, 
Sikh, Buddhist and Islamic communities, understanding religious practices 
and forms of expression, and understanding religious teachings about 
equality and diversity. 

Sacred Spaces 
Day 
 

Students will learn about places of worship within Norfolk, including the 
Rose Lane Masjid, Norwich Buddhist Centre, the Cathedral or the Hindu 
Mandir in Acle. Students will gain an understanding of the features of 
worship, as well as the role of sacred spaces in uniting the faith community.  
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PSHE 
Subject Director:  Mrs N Davies 
 

Non GCSE Subject 
 

 
 
 
The aim of PSHE in Key Stage 4 is to encourage our students to 
develop healthy self-esteem, respectful and nurturing relationships, 
and a pro-active approach to managing their physical, emotional and 
financial wellbeing, as well as considering their future career options.  
 
Students do not study towards a GCSE qualification in PSHE; instead, the focus is on personal 
and social enrichment.  In Year 10 and Year 11, students receive their PSHE entitlement 
through one taught lesson per fortnight with each term focusing on one of the following units; 
 
 

• Relationships and Sex Education - Understanding the features of healthy and unhealthy 
relationships and how the media/pornography industry may represent these, considering 
the factors which lead to enjoyable sexual activity and understanding how both body and 
mind play an important role in fulfilling romantic and sexual relationships, understanding 
how to use condoms and contraception effectively, exploring the decisions which may 
arise as the result of an unplanned pregnancy, as well as developing their knowledge of 
pregnancy, miscarriage and reproductive health, and considering values and boundaries 
regarding relationships and sex. 

 
 

• Health, Wellbeing and Personal Safety - Understanding the considerations when 
making healthy lifestyle choices, understanding the psychological and physiological 
causes of feelings of anxiety and how to manage these, reflecting on the benefits of 
having positive body image and understanding the consequences of poor body image, 
safety surrounding parties, festivals and drug and alcohol use, safer driver education, CPR 
and First Aid Training. 

 
 

• Careers, Finance and Enterprise - Understanding different roles within the same 
employment sector and considering a range of post-16 options which may help us to 
achieve our career goals, understanding how we can use money to make money and how 
we can make good spending choices and considering the risks and rewards of different 
financial products. 
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Physical Education 
 
Subject Director:  Mrs S Sabberton-Coe 
 

Non GCSE Subject 
 

 
PE is a core subject that students will undertake for 2 hours each week.  
 
Participation in PE develops a healthy lifestyle and gives students an improved knowledge and 
understanding of health and fitness.  
 
 

What will I study? 
 
Students will take part in physical activities from the following areas: 

  
 
 
 

This allows students to pursue the areas of activity they enjoy and wish to develop the most.   
 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
In all activities the emphasis is placed on embedding and applying skills, techniques and 
tactics and promoting lifelong participation and employability skills. This will be done within 
the context of competitive and creative situations. Students will be given lots of opportunity to 
lead aspects of the lesson, officiate and referee. 
 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
Students are involved in improving their own and others’ work, as well as leading in all phases 
of the lesson.  
 
 

What could I do next with PE? 
 

Students are encouraged to be active and recognise the benefits of a healthy lifestyle. The core 

PE course provides the foundations for this. 

  

> Fitness  > Aesthetics 

> Invasion games > Net/Wall games 
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GCSE Options  
 

Computing Science  
 
Subject Director:  Mrs H Clare 
 
Exam Specifications: OCR J277 Computing 
 
 
This subject:  

• gives learners a real, in-depth understanding of how computer technology works 

• provides excellent preparation for higher study and employment in Computing Science 

• develops critical thinking, analysis and problem-solving skills. 
 
 

Will this course suit me? 
 
The GCSE Computing Science course is perfect for students who have a keen interest in 
Computing and programming. This course is not based around Microsoft Office packages but, 
if you have enjoyed working with programmes such as Python in KS3, you will enjoy GCSE 
Computing Science. 
 
The course is particularly maths-heavy, and it is recommended that students who find Maths 
difficult should not choose this course. The course involves converting between different bases 
e.g., Binary and Hexadecimal and logical thinking processes which come with programming.  
 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
The Computing Science course is based around 3 units which are spread over the two years of 
study. These 3 units are as follows: 
 
Unit 1: Computer systems  
 
This component will introduce students to the Central Processing Unit (CPU), computer memory 
and storage, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system 
software. It is expected that students will become familiar with the impact of Computing Science 
in a global context through the study of the ethical, legal, cultural, and environmental concerns 
associated with Computing Science. 
 
Students complete a 1 hour 30-minute written exam worth 80 marks. This exam counts for 50% 
of their overall GCSE grade. 
 
Unit 2: Computational thinking, algorithms, and programming  
 
This component incorporates and builds on the knowledge and understanding gained in Unit 1, 
encouraging students to apply this knowledge, and understanding using computational 
thinking. Students will be introduced to algorithms and programming, learning about 
programming techniques, how to produce robust programmes, computational logic, translators  
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and facilities of computing languages and data representation. Students will become familiar 
with computing-related mathematics. 
 
Students complete a 1 hour 30-minute written exam worth 80 marks. This exam counts for 50% 
of their overall GCSE grade. 
 
Unit 3: Programming Project 
 
Students will complete a programming task. They will design, develop, and test a solution to a 
problem.  The assessment does not accrue marks towards a final grade however, it is a 
compulsory requirement. 
 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
GCSE specifications in Computing Science should encourage candidates to be inspired, 
moved, and challenged by following a coherent, satisfying, and worthwhile course of study. 
They should help candidates to gain an insight into related sectors as well as preparing 
candidates to make informed decisions about further learning opportunities and career choices. 
 
GCSE specifications in Computing Science must enable candidates to: 
 
• develop their understanding of current and emerging technologies, understanding of 

how they work and apply this knowledge and understanding in a range of contexts 
• acquire and apply some knowledge, some technical skills, and an understanding of the 

use of algorithms in computer programmes to solve problems using programming 
• use their knowledge and understanding of computer technology to become independent 

and discerning users of IT, be able to make informed decisions about the use and be 
aware of the implications of different technologies 

• acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of IT in a 
range of contexts 

• develop computer programmes to solve problems 
• develop the skills to work collaboratively 
• evaluate the effectiveness of computer programmes/solutions and the impact of, and 

issues related to, the use of computer technology in society. 
 
 
Teaching Structure 
 
Year 10 
In Year 10, students will initially study Unit 2, focusing on developing their programming skills. 
They will then complete Unit 3, the Programming Project.  The students then start Unit 1, 
working through the theory knowledge.  
 
Year 11 
Students continue completing the remaining Unit 1 theory units.  Once these are finished, the 
rest of the year will be spent revising and building upon the knowledge from Units 1 and 2. 
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Dance  
 
Subject Director:  Mrs R Taylor 
 
Exam Specifications: AQA 8236 GCSE Dance 

 

Why should I study GCSE Dance? 
 
This qualification will develop your ability to choreograph, perform and appreciate dances 
through observing, discussing and actively exploring dance styles. 
 
 

What will I study? 
 
An anthology of 6 professional works will develop your ability to critically appraise dances of 
different styles and cultural influences, providing a springboard for exciting and challenging 
practical tasks.  
 
You will have the opportunity to develop your technique enabling you to perform two Set 
Phrases. These will be performed independently and as a solo. Movement material from the 
other two Set Phrases will be incorporated into a duet or trio. This final performance will last 
between 3 ½ and 5 minutes. 
 
In terms of choreography, you will be asked to respond to a list of tasks. The final piece may be 
a solo/duo or small group. You will have the opportunity to create your own challenging, 
original work in a well-structured manner. 
 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
1) Dance Appreciation: Theory paper (duration 1 hour 30 minutes)  40% 
2) Performance: Set phrases (solo) and a Duet/Trio    30% 
3) Choreography: solo/duo/group      30% 
 
 
What skills will I develop? 
 
You will develop critical, perceptual, evaluative and reflective skills. You will be given the 
opportunity to improve your physical competence and effectiveness as a performer. You will 
also develop your choreography skills. 
 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
Lessons will be both practical and theory based. The professional works studied will engage you 
in creative follow up tasks.  There will also be opportunities to see live dance performances at 
the Theatre Royal. 
 
 

What could I do next with GCSE Dance? 
 
This course provides a solid foundation for further studies in Dance and Performing Arts.   
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DT: Product Design 
 
Subject Director:  Mrs P Allard 
 
Exam Specifications: AQA 8552 Design and Technology 

 
Why should I study Product Design? 
 
Product Design isn’t JUST one subject, it’s a 
fusion of lots of subjects. It is a broad course 
and covers a wide range of material areas 
including timbers, metals, polymers, textiles, electronics and smart materials. You will get to work 
in multiple areas and use them together to produce something GREAT!  Students taking Product 
Design will need to be confident in conveying their ideas and be willing to take design risks. We 
want you to think outside the box! The course will also teach you to use Maths and Science 
principles which relate to product design, so confidence in these areas will help you greatly. 
 
 

What will I study? 
 
In Year 10 you will study materials, design concepts, theoretical knowledge and skills via a 
series of small projects. Each project will provide you with the skills you will need to carry out 
your GCSE coursework (NEA) in Year 11 and the knowledge for the written exam.  
 
Key design concepts that you will study include the iterative design process, exploring design 
contexts, assessing the needs of others, sustainability, design development and material 
properties. You will also study theoretical aspects such as the use of new technologies, existing 
designers, scales of production, forces and stresses. 
 

 
How will it be assessed? 
 
Your GCSE will be assessed via two elements: a written exam and an NEA (Non-Exam 
Assessment). Each of these carry a 50% weighting.  
 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
Lessons will be a mix of investigation, designing, development and making. You will also be 
provided with the theoretical knowledge throughout each project. You will need to be 
prepared to research, draw, sketch and use computers, as well as model and make. Every 
lesson will be different and will explore new and interesting areas. We want you to come with 
your creative and innovative hats on!  
 

 
What could I do next with Product Design? 
 
Studying Design & Technology shows an employer that you can use a wide range of academic 
and practical skills and are able to apply your knowledge to solve problems.  You can go on to 
study A level Product Design or Design Engineering following GCSE Design Technology. It can 
also lead to university courses, college courses or employment in a range of areas including 
Product Design, Engineering, Architecture, Furniture Design and a range of trade courses. 
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Drama 
 
Subject Director:  Mrs D Bagshaw 
 
Exam Specifications: AQA 8261 GCSE Drama 

 

What is GCSE Drama all about? 
 
GCSE Drama is all about understanding what it is like to put yourself into somebody else’s 
shoes. You will play many parts in different imaginary situations and will have the opportunity to 
create your own work, as well as look at plays written by other people. Your skills as a 
performer, deviser, designer and director will develop. 
 
 

Why should I study Drama? 
 
This course will suit you if you want to study a subject that is both practical and creative. If you 
like working as a team and have the self-discipline to work through the challenges of rehearsals, 
as well as the rewards and enjoy seeing live performance work, then this is the course for you. 
This course allows you to study Drama in an academic setting, interrogating this art form and 
applying your knowledge and understanding to the process of creating and developing Drama.   
 
 

What will I study? 
 
You will; 
 

▪ learn how Drama is created, including all the acting and staging skills that are needed to 
put a piece of Drama on stage.  

▪ develop work as a performer, director and designer. Also, how to create a wide range of 
characters and play them in performance.   

▪ study Drama in theory, supporting your practical with written exercises. 
▪ gain many highly prized transferable skills, such as teamwork and confident 

communication and presentation skills.  
▪ perform to an external visiting examiner and complete a written exam displaying your 

knowledge about different aspects of theatre and Drama and evaluating a live 
performance you have seen. 

 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
There are three exam units:  
 
Component 1: Understanding Drama (Written exam worth 40% of total GCSE marks):  
 
Section A:  is based on theatre roles and terminology and is multi choice (4 marks).  
 
Section B: You will explore the play Blood Brothers by Willy Russell; this is one of the set 

texts given to us by AQA. You will need to demonstrate your knowledge and 
understanding of the play through short answer questions. (44 marks)  
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Section C: You will see a live theatre performance during the course and will analyse and 
evaluate this performance as an essay question in the third section of the exam. 
(32 marks) The examination is 1 hour 45 minutes and takes place at the end of 
Year 11. 

 
 
Component 2: Devising Drama (40% of total GCSE mark):  
 
The focus of this unit will be researching and exploring a stimulus given to you by the teacher, 
working collaboratively and creating your own devised Drama. You will also complete a written 
portfolio or essay of evidence of your journey as an actor and an evaluation of your final 
performance. This unit is internally assessed by the teacher.  The stimuli can include song lyrics, 
pictures, photographs of artefacts, news reports, instrumental music, historical events, or an 
extract from a novel.  
 
Component 3: Texts in Practice (20% of total GCSE mark):  
 
The focus of this unit is to develop and apply theatrical skills in acting or design by presenting a 
showcase of two extracts from a choice of plays decided by your teacher. You will perform 
these extracts to a live audience, including the visiting examiner who will assess the unit.  
 
 

What skills will I develop?  
 
As well as the acting skills involved in creating and performing Drama, you will also be able to 
acquire skills in working with others, problem solving, public speaking and communication, 
directing, designing and analysing Drama. Drama will help you feel more self-confident and 
prepare you to deal with a range of different situations and people.   
 
 

What will the lessons be like? 
 
Be prepared to get stuck into real projects for real audiences straightaway. You will have to use 
your body, your face and your voice to create anyone or anything and be expected to have a go 
at everything, be it physical, vocal, action packed or silent. Some sessions are very physical, 
some sessions are very still. Some lessons are teacher led and some are student led. Some 
sessions involve rehearsals and more rehearsals, others involve a live audience or a trip out to 
perform or see a show. Some tasks involve discussion and evaluation; some involve preparing 
for practical and written examinations. Expect, as a class, to be treated like a professional 
theatre group, creating real theatre for real audiences. Be prepared to accept real challenges 
whilst fulfilling the course and exam requirements. 
 
Be prepared to use registration time, break time, lunch times and some days in school holidays 
for rehearsal work. Drama is a group enterprise and student actors need to be with each other 
to plan and rehearse. Students need to understand that rehearsals involve repeating and 
polishing the same material to improve it. They need to be able to work independently whilst 
others have a director’s attention. This commitment to a group is of paramount importance. In 
Drama, the individual is part of a greater whole and mutual support and respect are vital.  
 
 

What could I do next with Drama? 
 
There are many things you can go on to do with a GCSE in Drama. You could go on to take an 
AS or A Level in Drama and Theatre Studies or a Vocational A Level in Performing Arts. There is 
also a BTEC National Certificate or Diploma in Performing Arts or Drama. Some students opt for 
Performance Design and Technology.    
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Fine Art  
 
Subject Director:  Mr T Wall 
 
Exam Specifications: AQA 8202 Art and Design (Fine Art) 

 

 
GCSE Fine Art is an exciting course that teaches you the 
knowledge and skills to be able to explore, create and 
communicate your ideas. The course has a strong focus on 
oil painting, acrylic painting and printmaking, and you will 
also use photography and drawing as important tools for 
experimenting with ideas and recording observations of the 
world around us. You will develop your practical skills in the 
context of investigations into artists, studying their work and 
carrying out research to help you understand the key ideas 

behind their artworks. 
 

Why should I study Fine Art? 
 
You should choose to study Fine Art if you enjoy painting, have enjoyed learning the skills 
and techniques in Year 7, 8 and 9, and are excited by the idea of spending time on your art 
outside of lessons. It is important to know that you do not have to be an expert painter 
(because you will learn how to paint) but you must be excited about wanting to learn how to 
paint and creating a sketchbook of your work. 
 
 

What will I study? 
 
In GCSE you will carry out three different projects: 
 
Project 1 – A Sense of Place:  This project begins with a trip to Southwold and allows you to 
rapidly build your skill set with oil painting, acrylic painting and printmaking. This project ends 
with an exhibition around Easter of Year 10. 
 
Project 2 – Choice of Starting Points:  Project 2 begins in summer term of Year 10 and runs 
until Christmas in Year 11. This project is more open and gives you a choice of starting points. 
You will make your final piece for this project in your 10-hour mock exam in December of 
Year 11. 
 
Project 3 – Externally Set Assignment:  The externally set assignment runs from January 
until May in Year 11. This project ends in a final piece made during your 10-hour practical 
exam in May of Year 11. By this point you will have developed a confident understanding of 
your strengths and interests as an artist and will build a project that allows you to take 
advantage of these. 

 
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
The assessment of this course is 100% project-based.  
Project 1 and Project 2 are your coursework projects and account for 60% of your overall 
GCSE grade. Project 3 is your exam project and accounts for 40% of your overall GCSE grade. 
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Each of your projects are assessed against the following four assessment objectives: 

> AO1 - Develop ideas through investigations into artists 

> AO2 - Refine your work by experimenting with different styles, materials and ideas 

> AO3 - Record everything you do in your sketchbook 

> AO4 – Make a final piece that develops out of all the ideas you have explored in your 
sketchbook. 

 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
You will be taught how to paint using oil paints and acrylics, and you will be taught advanced 
drawing techniques using a range of materials. You will also be taught printmaking processes, 
such as etching, and will be shown how to use the etching press in the Art room. You will be 
taught how to organise your project into a sketchbook, and how to develop your ideas to help 
you make ambitious and exciting paintings. 
 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
Lessons and homework will be spent researching artists, taking photos, experimenting with 
different drawing and painting techniques, drawing and painting from your photos, and using 
your sketchbook to present all of your work clearly. You will be expected to do at least one hour 
of homework a week on these things. 
 

 
What could I do next with Fine Art? 
 
Studying Fine Art provides the skills to be able to study any other art-based A level course (such 
as Art, Textiles, Photography or Graphics). These courses could then lead onto Art College, 
where you could study anything from fashion to computer games design to architecture to 
sculpture. Studying Fine Art helps develop your ability to organise yourself, to work 
independently, to explore and experiment with ideas and to think creatively: it helps to give you 
the confidence to trust your own thought processes and communicate your ideas through 
drawing and painting. 
 
 

Equipment 
 
As part of the course, it is expected that you will have your own paints and brushes.  This allows 
students to take pride in, and ownership of, their equipment at school and provides them with a 
very cost-effective set of quality artist’s materials to use at home for their GCSE projects or 
otherwise. It is also advised that students provide a small toolbox to store their equipment in, 
which can then be kept in the Art rooms for students to access during lessons.  Students taking 
the course will have the opportunity to purchase materials via the School at a reduced rate. The 
cost of this equipment and sketchbook is around £35. Students who qualify for pupil premium 
funding may be able to access support with this purchase by contacting Mrs Harvey.  If, for 
whatever reason, you cannot afford to purchase your own art equipment, please contact Mrs 
Harvey. 
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Fine Art - Textiles 
 
Subject Director:  Mr T Wall 
 
Exam Specifications: AQA 8204 Art and Design (Textile Design) 

 

GCSE Fine Art Textiles is an exciting course that teaches you 
the knowledge and skills to be able to explore, create and 
communicate your ideas. The course has a strong focus on 
textiles surface design, combining processes and 
techniques to create exciting abstract artworks. You will also 
use  photography and drawing as important tools for 
experimenting with ideas and recording observations of the 
world around us. You will develop your practical skills in the 
context of investigations into artists, studying their work and 
carrying out research to help you understand the key ideas 
behind their artworks. 
 
 
Why should I study Fine Art Textiles? 
 
You should choose to study Fine Art Textiles if you have 
enjoyed learning the skills and techniques in Year 7, 8 and 9 

but want to try something new and different. It is very similar to Fine Art in lots of ways but is 
an exciting option if you are interested in taking a very experimental approach by trying out 
lots of techniques and combining them in exciting and original ways. You must be excited 
about spending time on your work outside of lessons and creating a sketchbook of your work. 
 
 
What will I study? 
 
In GCSE you will carry out three different projects: 
 
Project 1 – A Sense of Place:  This project begins with a trip to Southwold and allows you to 
rapidly build your skill set with a wide range of techniques such as dying, stitching and 
printmaking. This project ends with an exhibition around Easter of Year 10. 
 
Project 2 – Choice of Starting Points:  Project 2 begins in summer term of Year 10 and runs 
until Christmas in Year 11. This project is more open and gives you a choice of starting points. 
You make your final piece for this project in your 10-hour mock exam in December of Year 11. 
 
Project 3 – Externally Set Assignment:  The externally set assignment runs from January 
until May in Year 11. This project ends in a final piece made during your 10-hour practical 
exam in May of Year 11. By this point you will have developed a confident understanding of 
your strengths and interests as a textiles artist and will build a project that allows you to take 
advantage of these. 
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How will I be assessed? 
 
The assessment of this course is 100% project-based. Project 1 and Project 2 are your 
coursework projects and account for 60% of your overall GCSE grade. Project 3 is your exam 
project and accounts for 40% of your overall GCSE grade. 
 
Each of your projects are assessed against the following four assessment objectives: 
 

> AO1 - Develop ideas through investigations into artists 

> AO2 - Refine your work by experimenting with different styles, materials and ideas 

> AO3 - Record everything you do in your sketchbook 

> AO4 – Make a final piece that develops out of all the ideas you have explored in your 
sketchbook. 

 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
You will be taught how to use a sewing machine as well as a wide range of textiles processes 
such as dying, stitching and printmaking. You will be taught a variety of construction techniques 
such as appliqué and will have the opportunity to experiment with specialist textiles processes 
such as wash-away, transfer dyes and image transfer. You will learn how to organise your 
project into a sketchbook, and how to develop your ideas to help you make ambitious and 
exciting artworks. 
 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
Lessons and homework will be spent researching artists, taking photos, experimenting with 
different drawing and textiles processes, drawing and making samples from your photos, and 
using your sketchbook to present all of your work clearly. You will be expected to do at least 
one hour of homework a week on these things. 
 
 

What could I do next with Fine Art Textiles? 
 
Studying Fine Art Textiles provides the skills to be able to study Fine Art Textiles at A level. This 
could then lead onto art college, where you could study anything from fashion to sculpture to 
architecture to graphic design. Studying Fine Art Textiles helps develop your ability to organise 
yourself, to work independently, to explore and experiment with ideas and to think creatively: it 
helps to give you the confidence to trust your own thought processes and communicate your 
ideas through drawing and textiles. 
 
 

Equipment 
 
As part of the course, it is expected that you will have your own textiles materials.  This allows 
students to take pride in, and ownership of, their equipment at school and provides them with a 
very cost-effective set of quality materials to use at home for their GCSE projects or otherwise. It 
is also advised that students provide a small toolbox to store their equipment in, which can then 
be kept in the Art rooms for students to access during lessons.  Students taking the course will 
have the opportunity to purchase materials via the School at a reduced rate. The cost of this 
equipment and sketchbook is around £30.  Students who qualify for pupil premium funding 
may be able to access support with this purchase by contacting Mrs Harvey.  If, for whatever 
reason, you cannot afford to purchase your own art equipment, please contact Mrs Harvey. 
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Food Preparation and 
Nutrition 
 
Subject Director:  Mrs P Allard 
 
Exam Specifications: AQA 8585 GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 
 
 
 
Why should I study Food Preparation and Nutrition? 
 
Food Preparation and Nutrition is for you if:  
 

> you enjoy cooking; 

> you enjoy learning about and experimenting with food science; 

> you want to be a creative and inventive food technologist, combining a wide range of 
ingredients to produce interesting new recipes; 

> you want to learn about healthy eating and its impact on you for a healthy lifestyle. 
 
 

What will I study? 
 
GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on 
practical cooking skills to ensure students develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food 
provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification 
focuses on nurturing students' practical cookery skills to give them a strong understanding of 
nutrition. 
 
Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 
 
1.  Food, nutrition and health – Macro Nutrients, Micronutrients, Nutritional Needs and Health 
2.  Food science – Cooking of food, Heat Transfer and the Functional and Chemical 

Properties of Food 
3.  Food safety – Food Spoilage, Contamination and the Principles of Food Safety 
4.  Food choice – Factors affecting Food Choice, British and International Cuisines, Sensory 

Evaluation, Food Labelling and Marketing 
5.  Food provenance – Environmental Impact and Sustainability of Food, Food Processing 

and Production 
 
 

How will it be assessed? 
 
Exam: Paper 1: Food preparation and nutrition (50%) Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
The paper will be made up of 20 multiple choice questions worth 20 marks and 5 questions, 
each with a number of sub questions worth 80 marks. 
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Non-Exam Assessment (NEA): Task 1: Food investigation (15%) Written Report 
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of 
ingredients.  Students will submit a written report (1,500–2,000 words) including photographic 
evidence of the practical investigation. 
 
Non-Exam Assessment (NEA): Task 2: Food preparation assessment (35%) Written Portfolio 
Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation, cooking, 
presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the chosen task. 
 
Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a single period of no 
more than three hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved. 
 
Students will submit a written portfolio (15 A4 pages) including photographic evidence.  
 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
You will develop a wide range of high-level skills that will enable you to produce complex 
food products that are served attractively, are full of flavour and are part of a balanced diet. 
You will learn how food is manufactured in bulk and the advantages and disadvantages of 
ready-made foods.  
 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
You will cook almost every week, especially in Year 10.  In Year 11, when working on your 
Non-exam assessment (NEA), you will have the opportunity to explore and develop your skill 
in a particular area of interest e.g., Thai cooking for vegetarians. Throughout this time, you will 
prepare and cook your own choice of recipes.  
 
 

What could I do next with Food Technology? 
 
Studying Food Preparation and Nutrition can lead to exciting and well paid career options. 
Consumers are becoming increasingly reliant on the food industry to develop solutions for their 
nutritional needs. This course could lead you into roles such as a Chef, Food Product 
Developer, Buyer (who travels the world sourcing new food products for manufacturers), Food 
Safety Inspectors, Nutritionists, Dieticians, Quality Managers, Teacher, Food Engineer, Food 
Scientist, Food Technologist, Food Photographer, Food Stylist, Home Economist, Hotel and 
Restaurant Manager, Microbiologist and  working in food magazines, radio and television.  For 
more information on food careers please visit: http://tastycareers.org.uk/ 

 

  

http://tastycareers.org.uk/
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Geography 
 
Subject Director:  Mr A Gould 
 
Exam Specifications: AQA 8035 GCSE Geography 

 
 
Why should I study Geography?  
 
Geography is a contemporary subject that helps you to make 
sense of the world around you. It is hands on, relevant and fun. 
GCSE Geography has good mix of topics such as urban issues, 
world development, extreme environments, rivers and hazards – 
to name but a few. The course will give you the chance to get to 
grips with some of the big questions which affect our world, and 
understand the social, economic and physical processes which 
shape and change our world. 
 
Geography is very comprehensive, with skills and attributes linking to many other subjects.  
Here are just a few examples of how Geography links with other subjects: 
 
Subject   Examples of links….. 
Art Visual expression of processes, Geography through sculpture and art. 
ICT GIS controlled assessment. The origin of technology. 

History The influence of Geography on historical events, e.g., wars. 
Languages Language as a product of Geography. Keywords shaped by language. 

Phil’ & Ethics Morals and ethics e.g., fair vs. free trade, China One Child Policy. 

PE Use of sport for development and sustainable facilities. 

DT Designing appropriate technology to aid development.  

Drama Building of empathy through role play.  

Music The globalisation of Music.   
Maths  Data analysis, use of graphs/charts, economic changes. 
English Report writing exploring the world through prose. 

 
 

What will I study? 
 
The themes of study are: 
 
▪ Living with the physical environment: including the challenge of natural hazards, physical 

landscapes in the UK and the living world (ecosystems and climatic environments) 
▪ Challenges in the human environment: including urban issues and challenges, the 

changing economic world and the challenge of resource management 
▪ Geographical applications and skills: including evaluating and decision making using 

current issues and affairs, fieldwork, map skills and investigation techniques 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
You will develop the ability to use Ordnance Survey maps effectively, photographs, satellite 
images, Geographical Information Systems (GIS), computers and the web. You will be able to 
develop a range of transferable skills which are useful in other subjects and vital in today’ 
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competitive world. Many of the topics and issues provide useful insights into, and preparation 
for, everyday life situations. 
 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
They will include the use of different audio-visual inputs, written sources, web pages, role-play 
exercises, group work, research and development.  There will be opportunities to lead your 
own activities. 
 
Fieldwork: Dependant on Covid restrictions, during the two-year course there will be two 
fieldwork trips, one with a human geography element and another with a physical geography 
element.  The destination and topic will vary, however in the past we have visited the North 
Norfolk Coast to identify evidence of coastal processes and erosion and Cambridge to study 
the Urban environment (human geography).  
 
Geography is the only subject where work on a field trip directly counts towards the GCSE 
qualification. 
 

ASSESSMENT When? How? Weighting 

Paper 1: Living with the physical 
environment 

End of 
Year 
11  

Written exam, 1hr 30 mins 35% 

Paper 2: Challenges in the human 
environment 

End of 
Year 
11 

Written exam, 1hr 30 mins 35% 

Paper 3: Geographical applications 
End of 
Year 
11 

Written exam, 1hr, pre-
release materials to study 

30% 

 
 

Should I take GCSE Geography? 
 
You will enjoy this course if you are hardworking, interested in the world around you, how it is 
changing and responding to human and natural processes; if you have an enquiring mind 
which wants to understand challenging issues that may not have easy answers; if you enjoy 
using various visual, written and ICT resources. The subject is challenging and will require 
your best effort at all times, but if you are willing, dedicated and passionate, you will achieve!  
 
 

What could I do next with GCSE Geography? 
 
This course is an excellent introduction to A Levels studied at sixth form or college such as 
Geography, Environmental Sciences, Politics, Economics, the sciences and many more. The 
subject is ideal for those who wish to mix the arts and humanities with Science. It leads to 
excellent opportunities within a broad range of careers, see 
http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/careers/ 
 

  

http://www.geography.org.uk/resources/careers/
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History 
 
Subject Director:  Ms I Wiltshire 
 
Exam Specifications: GCSE History OCR B (Schools History Project) 

 
History can help us to make sense of the world in which we live, by seeing it as a part of an 
unfolding story linked to the past.  
 
GCSE History is recognised as a rigorous qualification which will set you up with important 
skills in the future. In an information-rich world, History also helps us to become intelligent 
consumers of that information, able to identify bias and one-sided accounts.  
 

 
What will I study? 
 
Students will study 5 different units across the 2 years. 
 
▪ Unit 1 British Thematic Study:  Migrants to Britain, c.1250 to present 

This thematic study includes the reasons why people migrated to Britain, the experience 
of migrants in Britain and the impact of migrants on Britain.  Beginning with the expulsion 
of the Jewish communities in the 13th Century, the course then continues with the mass 
migrations of empire and industry in the 19th Century and finishes with the 20th Century 
and the challenges faced by an increasingly globalised world. The issues of religious 
persecution and racial prejudice are a key theme running throughout this course. 
Studying Migrants to Britain, therefore, helps students to understand the historic roots to 
some of the divisions still present in our society today. 
 

▪ Unit 2 British Depth Study: The Norman Conquest, 1065–1087 
This study should enable learners to understand the complexity of the Norman Conquest 
and the wider significance of this social and political earthquake in English History. They 
should develop an understanding of the diverse lives of Saxons and Normans during this 
tumultuous turning point in English history. This will include looking at the three battles of 
1066, the rebellion and Viking incursions and the nature of Norman rule.  
 

▪ Unit 3 History Around Us: Norwich Castle Through the Ages  
Students will investigate how and why Norwich Castle has changed over the years, 
following on from Unit 2. This will include a visit to the site and a detailed enquiry into this 
local historical site that has changed so much in use and status over the years. This 
includes its origins as a symbol of conquering power, its use in medieval times, its role as 
a Victorian prison and its present-day function as museum, educational resource and site 
of heritage importance.  
 

▪ Unit 4 World Period Study:  The Making of America, 1789-1900  
This unit offers learners the opportunity to study a wider world society during a 
particularly interesting period in its history. This unfolding narrative will follow the making 
of America from the inauguration of the first President in 1789 to the end of the 19th 
Century when the USA was set to become the world’s dominant power. This will include 
the Civil War and the relationships between the cultures of indigenous Americans, African 
Americans and white Americans. 
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▪ Unit 5 World Depth Study: Living under Nazi Rule, 1933–1945 
This world depth study should enable learners to understand the impact of the Nazi 
dictatorship on people’s lives both within Germany and across occupied Europe. This will 
include how this most invasive of regimes crushed opposition, used propaganda, 
indoctrinated the young and used all its resources to seek to conquer and exploit the 
European continent.  

 

How will I be assessed?  
 
In Key Stage 4, we will roughly focus on one unit per term, leaving the final term for revision. 
Each unit comprises 20% of the total grade and will be assessed across 3 exams at the end of 
Year 11 (Summer 2022). These will be organized as follows:  
 

 
Who might enjoy this course? 
 
If you are interested in studying a subject that involves learning about the historical changes 
that shaped the world in which we live today, then you will enjoy History. GCSE History at 
Framingham Earl is rich in variety and aims to get students to reflect and discuss the past and 
to make connections between the past and the present. Lessons will be focussed on exam 
practice, knowledge learning and there will be lots of discussion about the historical debates 
we come across. Developing judgements and forming these coherently into essays is a 
hugely important part of what you will do. 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
As well as developing your historical understanding, the course aims to develop your 
communication skills. It will develop and improve your own ability to evaluate and reflect 
upon your work and that of others, in order to improve your own learning and performance.  
 

What could I do next with GCSE History? 
 
There are many things you could do with a good GCSE in History. The subject is looked upon 
favourably by employers and colleges because of the critical thinking and writing skills it 
focuses upon. Studying History at university is considered excellent preparation for a huge 
variety of careers. These include work in the heritage sector, archaeology and academia. 
However further study in History is also an excellent way to get into many other lines of work, 
such as journalism, the law, finance, international development, the civil service, and the 
police force.  

 

Content Overview Assessment Overview 

Unit 1 British Period Study: Migrants to 
Britain, c.1250 to present 

Paper 1 Thematic study and 
Depth study 
40 marks each 
(80 marks total) 
1 hour 45-minute paper 

20% of total 
GCSE 

Unit 2 British Depth Study: The Norman 
Conquest, 1065–1087 

20% of total 
GCSE 

Unit 3 History Around Us: Norwich Castle 
Through the Ages 

Paper 2: History Around Us 
40 marks + 10 marks SPAG 
1-hour paper 

20% of total 
GCSE 

Unit 4 World Period Study: The Making of 
America, 1789-1900 

Paper 3: Period Study and 
Depth study 
40 marks each 
(80 marks total) 
1 hour 45-minute paper 

20% of total 
GCSE 

Unit 5 World Depth Study: Living Under 
Nazi Rule, 1933-45 

20% of total 
GCSE 
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Modern Foreign 
Languages  
 
Subject Director:  Mrs D Swanepoel 
 
Exam Specifications: Edexcel 1FR0 GCSE French, Edexcel 1SP0 GCSE Spanish 

 
 

Why should I study a modern foreign language?  
 
Most students will be expected to continue to study a foreign language up to the age of 16.  
This is an essential element of the English Baccalaureate, as well as being asked for by some 
sixth forms and universities. 
 
Studying a foreign language enables students to become more linguistically aware, and better 
equipped to acquire another language later on in life, if they so desire.  60% of UK trade is with 
non-English speaking countries, and Brexit will require the British to be confident 
communicators in the World Markets. The ability to communicate in another language is 
becoming more and more desirable. 
 
 

What will I study? 
 
Many different topic areas are covered over the course of the 2 years, all of which reflect the 
developing maturity of KS4 students: e.g., world issues and environmental projects, media, TV 
and the cinema, jobs and careers, holidays and going out. 
 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
In languages students will take 4 papers, Listening, Reading, Speaking and Writing.  Each worth 
25% and to be assessed with a Terminal Exam at the end of the course.   
In consultation with their teachers, candidates may be entered for either the Foundation or the 
Higher Tier. 
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What skills will I develop? 
 
You will: 
 
▪ learn to develop the ability to use the language effectively for purposes of practical 

communication; 
▪ form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for further study, work and 

leisure; 
▪ gain insights into the culture and civilisation of French and Spanish speaking countries; 
▪ develop an awareness of the nature of language and language learning, making the 

acquisition of future new languages much easier; 
▪ receive intellectual stimulation and brain training of a nature only developed through 

language learning; 
▪ be encouraged to develop positive attitudes to foreign language learning, to speakers of 

foreign languages, and a sympathetic approach to other cultures and civilisations and 
develop learning skills of a more general application. 

 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
Lessons will always be very varied and contain a variety of skills: listening to real life recordings, 
the teacher and each other; speaking as a group, watching and reviewing current French and 
Spanish films, Youtube clips, having discussions and conversations; reading real texts with a 
more mature content reflecting the actual interests and current knowledge of students; writing 
both shorter and eventually longer pieces.  We will aim to include different ways of learning to 
ensure everyone achieves well. 
 

 
Will I have the opportunity to visit these countries? 
 
French & Spanish:  
We are currently looking at the possibility of foreign residentials for our GCSE students, watch 
this space.  
 
 

What could I do next with a language? 
 
There are no limits to where you can go or what you can do in the future. Having a language 
qualification brings with it opportunities to travel and work all over the world. There is evidence 
that linguistic skills transcend all occupational boundaries, resulting in greater opportunities for 
travel and career development. Industry sectors which require languages include business 
services, central government, engineering, financial services, marketing, media …the list is goes 
on and on. 
 
Universities are increasingly expecting potential students to have studied a language to GCSE, 
and many more of them are offering courses involving a year abroad, even for non-language 
specialists.   In the more immediate future, a good GCSE grade sets you up perfectly to study 
your chosen language at A Level or take up a second language later on. We have a very strong 
reputation for producing high quality students for local sixth forms. Once you have a language 
under your belt the possibilities are endless.   
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Music 
 
Subject Director:  Miss C Ditcham 
 
Exam Specifications: Eduqas GCSE Music 

 

 

 
Why should I study Music? 
If you enjoy performing, are keen to find out about 
various styles of music, develop understanding of music 
technology, learn composition skills, generally enhance 
your overall musical knowledge and want to take on a 
subject which combines both practical and academic 
elements, then this is for you.   
 

What skills will I develop? 
 

- Reading and using staff notation; this is an essential 
skill for this course. You must be willing to develop 
your skills in this area. 

- Performing – learning pieces of music including the 
study pieces and performing them and your own 
repertoire in front of others. 

- Composing – Learning the ways that composers create 
music and how to compose your own. 

- Resilience! Musicians have lots of this! 
 
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
In lessons, we will; 
 

- listen to music, learn how to follow a detailed score and read the staff notation used. This will 
help us to learn about how music is formed and the rules for writing music down using staff 
notation. We will analyse the elements used and techniques and use what we have learned 
to create our own music. We will notate the music we create using staff notation. 

 
- play music. This will help us to learn about the techniques used and to understand how 

music is created and played. 
 
- develop our knowledge of the various elements of music, genres that will form the basis of 

the exam and study pieces. 
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What will I study? 
 
In Year 10 students will study: 
 

- Music Theory and Staff Notation-how music is written down. This will be linked to the 
elements of music. 
 

- Four Areas of Study 
o Musical Forms and Devices 
o Music for Ensemble 
o Film Music 
o Popular Music 

- Composition techniques  
 

- Preparing for performances. Solo and Ensemble. These will be recorded in Y11. 

 
In Year 11 students will: 
 
- Continue with the study of the four Areas of Study and Music Theory as part of the 

preparation for the examination 
 

- Complete the coursework composition element of the course. 
 

- Prepare 2 performances and record them for assessment. 
 
 

Who might enjoy this course? 
 
- Students who like to perform. 
- Students who enjoy exploring music of different genres. 
- Students who enjoy being creative. 
- Students who are able to motivate themselves independently to commit to practicing in 

order to improve. 
 

 
What could I do next with GCSE Music? 
 
- Move on to A level Music. 
- Move on to a vocational music or performing course. 
- Join or form a band-possibly get some gigs and earn money from your performing skills! 
- Use the performing skills you have learned in a variety of other professions. 
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Physical Education 
 
Subject Director:  Mrs S Sabberton-Coe 
 
 
This year we are offering students the opportunity of studying PE as either a GCSE  or Level 1/2 
Cambridge National in Sports Studies.  Further details on both courses are listed below.   
 
On the option form PE will be listed as one subject within the option choices.  Once all forms 
are received the PE department will have discussions with students to discuss which course 
would be better for them. 
 
 

GCSE PE  
 

Exam Specifications: Edexcel 1PE0 GCSE Physical Education 
 
 

Why should I study PE further? 
 
For students wishing to study PE 
further in the option block, this 
course is about YOU. It will help 
you understand your own body and 
allow you to maximise your physical 
potential. The course constantly 
relates to you as an individual, you 
will explore sporting activities of 
your choice and work towards 
refining your performance in 3 self-
selected activities.  
 
 

What will I study? 
 
The topics studied in the theory section of the course are relevant to all levels of sporting 
performance. During Year 10 you will study health, fitness, sport psychology and social and 
cultural influences in sport. 
 
During Year 11 you will learn about the body systems (circulatory, respiratory, muscular, and 
skeletal) and how these are affected by physical activity and exercise.  
 
This knowledge will provide you with the foundations to lead and maintain a healthy lifestyle.  
 
Throughout the two years you will be developing and refining your performance across a 
range of sports and activities, from which you finally choose three. Every year we have a range 
of students who are assessed in sports outside the school-based curriculum such as skiing, 
swimming, snowboarding and golf amongst many others.  
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What qualification will it lead to? 
 
You will receive a GCSE in Physical Education from Edexcel.  
 
 

How will I be assessed? 
 
The practical component of the course is worth 30% of your total mark and you will be 
assessed during the course. 
 
The theory component of the course is worth 70% of your total mark and is assessed in 2 final 
written examinations.  As part of your theory performance, you will design and complete a 
Personal Exercise Plan (PEP). 
 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
You will develop an extensive variety of planning and investigation skills. You will continue to 
develop your self-confidence and communication. Most importantly, you will strive constantly 
to improve your practical skills and performance.   
 

 
What will lessons be like? 
 
Practical lessons will focus on improving and developing skills, advanced tactical rules and 
understanding and using your theoretical knowledge to improve performance.  
 
Theory lessons will consist of a mixture of group work, research and individual study across 
the range of interesting sports related topics. 
 
 

What could I do next with PE? 
 
The grade that you gain in GCSE PE is as relevant and accepted as any other GCSE option in 
terms of your points total for post-16 studies. 
 
Specifically, PE will enable you to pursue AS and A2 courses in PE and Sport at sixth form, as 
well as to access BTEC and Diploma courses. These can provide access to University for any 
course and provide a foundation for study in a range of subjects such as Sports Science, 
Physiology, Physiotherapy, and many other subjects within the fitness, therapy and leisure 
industries. 
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Exam Specifications: OCR Level 1 / 2 Cambridge 
National in Sports Studies 

 
 

Why should I study PE further? 
 
This course takes a more sector-based focus whilst also encompassing some core 
sport/physical education themes. 
 

What will I study? 
 
Students will explore a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, as well as the 
promotion of values and ethical behaviour. They will learn about the role of high-profile 
sporting events and national governing bodies in sports’ attempts to positively impact upon 
society.  Students will develop their skills, techniques and use of tactics / strategies / 
compositional ideas in both an individual and a team sporting activity and also improve their 
understanding of the rules to allow them to act in a number of officiating roles within an 
activity. Students will learn about different leadership roles and styles and then plan and 
deliver effective and safe sessions.  Students will be able to identify a number of careers 
within the sports industry, how to gain access to these, the wider context of the role they play, 
and the development paths within them. 
 
What qualification will it lead to? 
 
You will receive a vocational qualification in Sports Studies from OCR.   
 
How will I be assessed? 
 
You will complete a written paper worth 60 marks on Contemporary Issues in Sport, and then 
complete centre assessed tasks in Developing Sports Skills, Sports Leadership and Working 
Within the Sports Industry. 
 

What skills will I develop? 
 
Students will develop a wide range of highly desirable, transferable skills such as 
communication, problem solving, team working and performing under pressure.  
 

What will lessons be like? 
 
Practical lessons will focus on improving and developing skills, techniques, tactics strategies 
and compositional ideas in both an individual and team activity. You will plan and lead 
effective and safe sessions in sporting activities. 
 
Theory lessons will consist of a mixture of group work, research and individual study across 
contemporary issues and working in the sports industry. 
 

What could I do next with PE? 
 
Cambridge Nationals in Sport offer students the solid foundation required for further study or 
progression into industry. Specifically, this will enable you to pursue AS and A2 courses in PE 
and Sport at sixth form, as well as to access BTEC and Diploma courses. These can provide 
access to University for any course and provide a foundation for study in a range of subjects 
such as Sports Science, Physiology, Physiotherapy, and many other subjects within the fitness, 
therapy and leisure industries. 
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Key Contacts 
 

We hope you have found this booklet informative.  

We are all here to help and assist you with this process. Please get in touch if you have any 

questions. 

 

Headteacher: Mrs R Arnold  (r.arnold@fehs.set.education) 
Deputy Headteacher: Mr J Edwards  (j.edwards@fehs.set.education) 
Assistant Headteachers: Mrs L Andrews (l.andrews@fehs.set.education) 
 Mrs A Harvey – SENDCO  (a.harvey@fehs.set.education)  
 Mr D Keates (d.keates@fehs.set.education)  
 
 
Director of Learning – Years 8/9: Mr P Keogh  (p.keogh@fehs.set.education) 
 
Pastoral Worker: Miss M Stordy (m.stordy@fehs.set.education)  
 
 
Form Tutors: Miss S McDonagh (Create) (s.mcdonagh@fehs.set.education)   
 Miss C Ditcham (Endeavour) (c.ditcham@fehs.set.education) 
 Miss J Rushford (Engage) (j.rushford@fehs.set.education)  
 Miss I Wiltshire (Evolve) (i.wiltshire@fehs.set.education)  
 Mr T Wall (Inspire) (t.wall@fehs.set.education)  
 Mr J Barron (Resolve) (j.barron@fehs.set.education)  
  
Subject Directors: 
 
Art (including Textiles):  Mr T Wall  (t.wall@fehs.set.education) 
Citizenship:  Mr J Hudson  (j.hudson@fehs.set.education) 
Computer Science:  Mrs H Clare  (h.clare@fehs.set.education) 
Dance:  Mrs R Taylor  (r.taylor@fehs.set.education) 
Design and Technology: Mrs P Allard  (p.allard@fehs.set.education) 
Drama:  Mrs D Bagshaw  (d.bagshaw@fehs.set.education) 
English:  Miss McDonagh (s.mcdonagh@fehs.set.education) 
Geography:  Mr A Gould  (a.gould@fehs.set.education)  
History:  Miss I Wiltshire (i.wiltshire@fehs.set.education) 
Mathematics:  Mrs H Clare (h.clare@fehs.set.education) 
Modern Foreign Languages: Mrs D Swanepoel (d.swanepoel@fehs.set.education) 
Music:  Miss C Ditcham (c.ditcham@fehs.set.education) 
PSHE:  Mrs N Davies  (n.davies@fehs.set.education)   
Physical Education:  Mrs S Sabberton-Coe (s.sabbertoncoe@fehs.set.education) 
Religion, Philosophy and Ethics: Mr M Neville (m.neville@fehs.set.education) 
Science:  Mrs C Sparkes (c.sparkes@fehs.set.education 
 

Careers Advisor: Ms D Gray (d.gray@fehs.set.education)  
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