
Parent Forum 14th December 2020 

 

6pm – 7.15pm via Zoom 

Present from FEHS: Becky Arnold (Headteacher) Dan Keates (Assistant Headteacher) Anna Harvey 

(Assistant Headteacher) 

Parents: 11 families represented from Y7 to Y11 

Agenda:  

1. Careers Advice and Guidance: Anna Harvey 

2. Assessment Point Data: Dan Keates 

3. Virtual Parents Events 

4. Form Time 

5. A2Better Update 

AOB -  

6. Masks 

7. Activities Week 

8. Bullying 

Notes and Action Points:  

1. Anna Harvey gave parents a walk thru of Unifrog and how to access.  www.unifrog.org/code 

password FREAparents Parents asked to give feedback on using the platform.  AH explained 

that students in all years will be set work on Unifrog over the next term and staff will all 

receive training in January.   

AH went on to discuss how individual appointments can be booked with Debra Gray via form 

tutor or direct email. 

Questions asked regarding work experience – BA explained that information will go out to 

families in January with the plan for Y10. 

 

2. Dan Keates presented on some of the changes made to reports for this year.  DK explained 

rational and asked for feedback.  DK talked about the balance between sharing information, 

teacher workload and clarity. 

Comments on lack of personal teacher comments, possibility of removing reports and 

adding an additional parents evening, need for clarity in the report about the test e.g. in 

Maths one test could only go to a maximum grade 7.  Comments on feedback for those 

students in classes with teachers who have prolonged absence – BA confirmed we have one 

absence that is now on a phased return and that parent feedback will resume in January.  

 

3. Becky Arnold discussed virtual events and the success of Y10 and 11 parents evening.  

Parent and staff rating for these on feedback forms were very high.  BA explained that as 

Headteacher she missed the events as it is an opportunity to get to know parents and the 

opportunity for families to receive common messages. 

Comments on desire for Y7 parents especially to get in and see the school and teachers, 

parents can find it difficult to get students to watch the videos, some parents dislike 

http://www.unifrog.org/code


anything zoom/virtual as lack of privacy and ‘technophobe’ feelings, most prefer the online 

parents evening but would like some events to return 

Key point made that those parents who dislike virtual may not be having voice heard as 

could be not filling in feedback forms or attending sessions such as this 

 

4. Becky Arnold explained that following a number of concerns from SAFE (student council), 

teachers and parents the school day shape is changing in January to allow longer in form by 

10minutes.  The aim is to allow pastoral relationships to build more fully and for students to 

engage in the morning activities. 

Comments regarding nervous Y7s about being late to lessons and where the time was taken 

from (transition points) 

 

5. BA thanked those parents who have been involved in the Community Voices scheme as part 

of A2Better.  Some action have occurred including the hazard lights, tree cutting and 

crossing signal timing.  Submission of the final document will be in January.  After this we 

may gain some funds from NCC for signs and road markings. 

 

6. Masks in class is a trust decision and will be reviewed in January if we move out of Tier 2.  

Discussion about why the decision was made against DfE advice – BA unable to answer.  

Some parents commented that masks are in a number of schools as well as SET and there 

had not been a similar media interest.  Discussion led to coats in class and whether these are 

allowed when it is cold.  BA explained they were and would remind teachers that this is the 

case. 

 

7. Activities Week comments on selection process and view of first come first served being 

unfair.  Discussion on a fairer system e.g. a lottery however, no agreement if this was fairer.  

BA to review activities and offer following this Summer.  Could be we need to offer more 

places on the most popular and a wider range of cheaper events.  Discussion point for 

Summer term forum. 

 

8. Bullying – this was listed by 2 people on the discussion form with no further details.  BA 

asked if anyone would like to make comment.  Parents were not present.  BA explained that 

we are not perfect but work hard to ensure bullying is tackled.  Issues outside of school that 

were on a Poringland discussion group last week have been dealt with and were continuing 

to be monitored and information had gone to all parents and students about behaviour 

when leaving school.  BA thanked those parents who had shared the information on 

facebook to allow the school to deal with effectively. 

 

BA remained on meeting to speak to parents who wished to raise point away from larger group.   

Thanks to all who participated. Notes will be added to school website. 

Meeting closed: 7.15pm  

 

 


