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Dear Parents and Carers 

As your child enters Key Stage 4 at Framingham Earl, I would like to formally introduce myself as their 

new Director of Learning. Over the next two years I will be responsible for their overall academic 

progress and for ensuring that they feel safe, happy and confident in their school life. I am assisted in 

this by my team of Form Tutors and our wider Pastoral Team including Miss Stordy and Miss Skinner. 

It has been wonderful to see students back in school and I have been very impressed with their 

mature and focused start. 

Starting Key Stage 4 means that your child is beginning their GCSE courses and this is an exciting, yet 

challenging time. The emphasis on end of course examinations requires changes in the way that 

subjects are taught and the way in which students learn. Therefore, it will be vital that students are 

skilful and organised in note taking as they go through the courses, and in committing information to 

their deep memory. Students also need to be aware that the environment, both academic and 

vocational, is becoming increasingly competitive. Local Sixth forms have raised their entry 

requirements, while some college courses are equally difficult to access. We pride ourselves on the 

close tracking of our students and work hard to put intervention in place should they seem to fall 

behind or to be struggling. In addition, we have a dedicated careers adviser, Ms Gray 

(d.gray@fehs.set.education), who will help to guide students through Key Stage 4 and support them 

to make informed decisions about their Post 16 pathways and future careers. 

To assist students and parent/carers with the transition into Key Stage 4, we are hosting a virtual 

Year 10 Introduction Evening. On Friday 17th September you will be sent links to videos from 

myself and colleagues about a range of areas including; study skills, assessment and course 

overviews from the core subjects. Following this information we will run a Teams question and 

answer session at 5.00pm on Monday 20th September. You will be able to join the meeting via your 

child’s Teams account. I would strongly encourage all parents/carers and students to watch these 

videos and to use the information carefully to support their success in Year 10. 

As students begin examination courses, they often feel motivated by the opportunity to study 

subjects of their own choice in a focussed atmosphere and environment. I would like to ask you, as 

parents or carers, to continue to support us by ensuring that students are always ‘ready to learn’ by 

coming to school fully equipped for each day. All homework will be set on Show My Homework; 

allowing parents/carers, students and staff to track homework. If you are unhappy about any aspect 

of this information, for example if you feel that the homework set has been too difficult, or has not 
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stretched your child, it is really important you let teachers know. Should any such issues persist, it is 

vital that you make contact with me. 

A copy of the school calendar is available on the school website. Please be aware that this is a live 

document and additions and amendments will be made to this schedule. Important dates for your 

diary include the annual Parents’ Consultation Meeting which takes place in February. This will 

continue to be on Teams, as it was last year. Assessment point reports will be released on Friday 3rd 

December, Friday 11th February and Wednesday 20th July. 

The start of examination courses is an interesting and demanding time for students and there will be 

a significant step up in terms of workload and expectations. High expectations extend to behaviour 

and conduct; students should be showing increased maturity in their relationships with each other 

and with staff. I would also like to see students continue to develop their passions in the sports, arts 

and beyond. A balanced approach between studies and other interests is important over the next 

two years. 

A highlight of Year 10 has always been the opportunity for an extended period of Work Experience at 

the end of the year (11th – 15th July 2022). Ms Gray will be in touch to support with student 

placements and to collect information to ensure all workplaces are fully risk assessed and compliant 

with WEX regulations. 

If you have any concerns about your child during Year 10, whether these are about their wellbeing or 

their academic progress, please do not hesitate to contact me either by phone call or via email 

on b.player@fehs.set.education . If I am teaching or attending a meeting, I will be unable to respond 

to your call immediately however, I will make contact within 24 hours. Please feel free to contact 

individual teachers or your child’s Form Tutor either via email or the planner. 

I look forward to a successful partnership with you this year. 

Yours sincerely 

Mr Player 

Director of Learning, Years 10 & 11 
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