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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

Welcome back to Year 11 at Framingham Earl High School. It was a real pleasure to work with the 

‘Class of 2022’ during the last difficult academic year. They conducted themselves in a mature and 

focused way whilst in school and during the period of home learning. I am very much looking 

forward to working with them again in this crucial final year. I will continue to be responsible for their 

overall academic progress and for ensuring they feel safe, happy and confident in their school life. I 

am fortunate to be assisted in this role by my team of Form Tutors and the wider pastoral team 

including Miss Stordy and Miss Skinner. 

 

A crucial part of Year 11 is ensuring that students are skilful and organised in keeping notes that they 

learn as they go through the courses, and in committing information to their deep memory. To assist 

with this we will be running a Year 11 Study Skills & Post-16 Pathways Evening on Monday 27th 

September. This event will consist of a series of videos being made available on the following areas 

prior to the Monday evening: Introduction to Year 11, Intervention and Planning Revision, Study Skills 

for core subjects and Post-16 options. On the Monday we will host a virtual question and answer 

session on Teams at 5.00pm where you will be able to raise any specific issues you may have. You 

will access Teams via your child’s account as with Parents’ Evening last year. I would encourage you 

to take some time to watch these videos and to discuss with your child their approach to study skills. 

 

This Autumn Term is also the point at which decisions are made about Post-16 study. Sixth Form 

Open Evenings are resuming and we encourage students and parents to begin the process of 

gathering information and guidance on the various options available. Some of this information (and 

details about courses) is already available on the ‘Help You Choose’ website. At the start of October 

students will receive login details to the website so that they can begin the application process. 

Applications will need to be submitted by early-December. In addition students have access 

to Unifrog to support them with further education and careers. It is important for students and 

parents to be aware that that the environment, both academic and vocational, has become 

increasingly competitive. Local Sixth Forms have raised entry requirements, while some college 

courses are equally difficult to access. Therefore, it is vital that students focus on their academic 

studies and also invest time into the application process. The School continues to employ Ms Gray as 

an Independent Careers Advisor and she will see all students for a one to one appointment this 

academic year. We will be issuing a report to all parents and carers with a set of predicted grades to 

support Post-16 choices – these will be available via MCAS from 15th October. 
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Year 11 can be an anxious time for some students, as they feel the focus is only on academic 

progress and final examinations. Throughout the year we will host a series of assemblies and talks to 

motivate and inspire, build self-esteem and confidence and encourage a positive attitude to learning 

and an excellent work ethic. If your child is struggling, please do be in touch with their form tutor in 

the first instance and we will work together to support positive wellbeing and healthy engagement 

with study. 

 

In order to review progress and prepare students for final exams they will have mock exams 

from 1st to 19th November. These will include both practical exams and the traditional written 

exams. In addition, we will conduct a further round of mock exams from for 2 weeks in February 

commencing 21st when we return from half term. These are both good opportunities to focus on 

revision and exam skills and for students, staff and parent/carers to reflect on progress so far. The 

two sets of mock exams will allow students to complete all papers in exam conditions prior to the 

Summer series. 

 

In a very demanding year and during challenging times for students, it is also vital that they try to 

create opportunities to have fun and enjoy their final year. A large number of students continue to 

take on considerable leadership roles which further enhance both their school life and their sixth 

form references. We still encourage students to pursue their sporting, musical, dramatic or other 

interests alongside their academic studies and within the restrictions that we all have to work. We will 

plan for events such as Leavers’ Day and Prom 2022 and hope that all students will be able to enjoy 

these occasions. 

 

A copy of the school calendar is available on the school website. Please be aware that this is a live 

document and additions and amendments will be made to this schedule. Important dates for your 

diary include the annual Parents’ Consultation Meeting which takes place w/c 18th 

October (Tuesday 19th being the main evening). This event will be run virtually and details will be 

sent out closer to the time. Assessment reports reflecting current attainment will be released 

on Friday 15th October, Friday 10th December and Friday 29th April. 

 

Time will be of the essence during Year 11, so we will be endeavouring to make every moment count. 

Tutor time will be used to help and support students both with their academic studies and their 

future plans. Initially students will be looking at study skills and ways to prepare for exams. After half 

term the focus will switch to supporting students with their Post-16 applications. After Christmas we 

will look at rearranging tutor groups so that students receive intervention suited to their learning 

requirements. In addition to this there will be a number of interventions, revision sessions and 

independent study opportunities. These will be communicated as we move through the year and I 

would encourage all students to take advantage of this support fully. 

 

If you have any concerns about your child during Year 11, whether these are about wellbeing or 

academic progress, please do not hesitate to contact me either by phone or email 

on b.player@fehs.set.education. If I am teaching or attending a meeting and unable to respond to 

your call immediately, I will be in touch within 24 hours. If you wish to make contact with individual 

teachers or with the Form Tutor, please use the planner or email. 
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I look forward to working together in successful partnership this year to enable your child to fulfil 

their academic potential and enjoy their final year at Framingham Earl. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr B Player 

Director of Learning, Years 10 & 11 

 


