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UPDATED COVID-19 GUIDANCE  

25 February 2022  

        

1. Introduction 

As we have learned from the recent announcements from the Prime Minister all Covid restrictions 

have now been lifted in England. As such  the following information should be used to inform your 

school Covid Management strategy and Coronavirus risk assessments.  

Our primary source is as always the  Schools  Covid-19 Operational Guidance and stay at home 

guidance.  

This update takes precedence over all previous trust guidance documents issued to schools. 

2. Definitions 

Face Covering – In the context of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak, a face covering (whether 

transparent or cloth) should fit securely around the face to cover the nose and mouth and be made 

with a breathable material capable of filtering airborne particles. 

3. Risk Assessment 

We must comply with health and safety law and put in place proportionate control measures.  

Head teachers must regularly review and update their school Coronavirus risk assessments - treating 

them as ‘living documents’, as the circumstances in their school and the public health/SET advice 

changes. This includes having active arrangements in place to monitor whether the controls are 

effective and working as planned. 

4. Mixing and Bubbles 

The government has removed all advice regarding mixing and bubbles, however we would strongly 

advise any staff or pupils previously categorised as clinically extremely vulnerable and those 

unvaccinated to avoid mixing where it is practical to do so.  

5. Tracing Close Contacts And Isolation 

Please be advised that contact tracing has now ended and your QR posters can now be removed. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
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There is no longer a legal requirement for people with coronavirus (COVID-19)  infection to self-

isolate, however if you have any of the main symptoms of COVID-19 or a positive test result, the 

public health advice is to stay at home and avoid contact with other people and the trust fully 

endorses this. 

Pupils who live with someone who has COVID-19 should continue to attend the setting as normal 

providing they are not symptomatic and are no longer advised to do daily rapid lateral flow tests. 

 Staff who live with someone or have stayed overnight in the same household as someone with 

COVID-19 should work from home where possible, avoid contact with persons you know are at 

higher risk of becoming severely unwell, limit close contact with people outside your household or in 

poorly ventilated places and are advised to wear a face covering in crowded spaces or when in close 

contact with others. Follow this advice for 10 days after the day the person you live or stayed with 

symptoms started (or the day their test was taken if they did not have symptoms). 

If you have any of the Covid symptoms you should order a PCR test. You are strongly advised to stay 

at home and avoid contact with other people while you are waiting for the test result. 

If you have COVID-19, stay at home and avoid contact with other people. We would encourage staff 

and pupils to take an LFD test from 5 days after your symptoms started (or the day your test was 

taken if you did not have symptoms) followed by another LFD test the next day. If both these test 

results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, the risk that you are still infectious is 

much lower and you can safely return to your normal routine. 

Supplies of free LFD test kits will naturally diminish as the Government is planning to remove free 

testing for all but a limited number of vulnerable people from 1 April. We will review our guidance 

again at that point regarding ongoing testing.  

Those staff self-isolating following a positive test or while waiting for test results will qualify for their 

normal sick pay entitlement if they are unable to work from home.  

In the event a member of staff is found to be at work with Covid-19 or is displaying symptoms of the 

virus and is refusing to leave, the line manager should refer the matter to the Headteacher and/or 

SET HR department to resolve. 

6. Use Of Face Coverings 

Face coverings are no longer advised for pupils, staff and visitors in classrooms or communal areas 

and as such the wearing of them is now a matter of personal choice at all SET Schools.  

All schools should keep a small stock in case your local public health department recommends their 

reintroduction following an outbreak at the school. 

7. Stepping measures up and down 

You should have contingency plans outlining how you would operate if you need to take extra 

measures in exceptional circumstances. Given the detrimental impact that restrictions on education 

can have on children and young people, any measures in schools should only ever be considered as a 

last resort, kept to the minimum number of schools or groups possible, and for the shortest amount 

of time possible. Information on what circumstances might lead you to consider taking additional 

action, and the steps you should work through, can be found in the Contingency Framework. 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts/covid-19-people-with-covid-19-and-their-contacts#higherrisk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcare-settings
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8. Control measures 

You should: 

i. Ensure good hygiene for everyone. 

ii. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 

iii. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 

iv. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of 

COVID-19. 

 

i. Ensure good hygiene for everyone 

Hand hygiene 

Frequent and thorough hand cleaning should now be regular practice. You should continue to 

ensure that pupils clean their hands regularly. This can be done with soap and water or hand 

sanitiser. 

Respiratory hygiene 

The ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach continues to be very important. 

The e-Bug COVID-19 website contains free resources for you, including materials to encourage good 

hand and respiratory hygiene. 

Use of personal protective equipment (PPE) 

Most staff in schools will not require PPE beyond what they would normally need for their work. The 

guidance on the use of PPE in education, childcare and children’s social care settings provides more 

information on the use of PPE for COVID-19. 

ii. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, using standard products such as 

detergents 

Schools should put in place and maintain an appropriate cleaning schedule. This should include 

regular cleaning of areas and equipment (for example, twice per day), with a particular focus on 

frequently touched surfaces. 

UKHSA has published guidance on the cleaning of non-healthcare settings. 

FOGGING 

All schools may scale back fogging at the Headteachers option. In future the trust would expect 

fogging to become part of outbreak management controls/stepping up and down measures.   

iii. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated 

When schools are in operation, it is important to ensure they are well ventilated and that a 

comfortable teaching environment is maintained. 

You should identify any poorly ventilated spaces as part of your risk assessment and take steps to 

improve fresh air flow in these areas, giving particular consideration when holding events where 

visitors such as parents are on site, for example, school plays.  

https://e-bug.eu/eng_home.aspx?cc=eng&ss=1&t=Information%20about%20the%20Coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safe-working-in-education-childcare-and-childrens-social-care
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-decontamination-in-non-healthcare-settings
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Mechanical ventilation is a system that uses a fan to draw fresh air or extract air from a room. These 

should be adjusted to increase the ventilation rate wherever possible and checked to confirm that 

normal operation meets current guidance and that only fresh outside air is circulated.  

If possible, systems should be adjusted to full fresh air or, if this is not possible, then systems should 

be operated as normal as long as they are within a single room and supplemented by an outdoor air 

supply. 

Where mechanical ventilation systems exist, you should ensure that they are maintained in 

accordance with the manufacturers’ recommendations. 

Opening external windows can improve natural ventilation, and in addition, opening internal doors 

can also assist with creating a throughput of air. If necessary, external opening doors may also be 

used (if they are not fire doors and where safe to do so). 

You should balance the need for increased ventilation while maintaining a comfortable temperature. 

CO2 monitors have been provided to all schools, so staff can quickly identify where ventilation needs 

to be improved. 

The Health and Safety Executive guidance on air conditioning and ventilation during the COVID-19 

pandemic and CIBSE COVID-19 advice provides more information. 

iv. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing 

confirmed cases of COVID-19 

When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test Pupils, staff and other adults 

should follow guidance on People with COVID-19 and their contacts  if they have COVID-19 

symptoms. Pupils in boarding schools should usually self-isolate in their boarding school. Only in 

exceptional circumstances, where there is an overriding health or safeguarding issue, should a pupil 

self-isolate away from school. Pupils and staff should return to school as soon as they can, in line 

with guidance for People with COVID-19 and their contacts 

ASYMPTOMATIC TESTING 

From 21 February, staff and pupils in mainstream secondary schools will not be expected to continue 

taking part in regular asymptomatic testing and should follow asymptomatic testing advice for the 

general population. Further information is available in the NHS get tested for COVID-19) guidance.  

In the event of an outbreak, a school may also be advised by their local health team or director of 

public health to undertake testing for staff and students of secondary age and above for a period of 

time.  

Staff and pupils in SEND units in mainstream schools are advised to continue regular twice weekly 

testing. For further information, see Special schools and other specialist settings: coronavirus 

(COVID-19).  

ADDITIONAL TEST KITS 

The online ordering platform remains open for education settings to access lateral flow device (LFD) 

test kits free of charge, but should only be used if your setting is experiencing an outbreak and you 

have been advised to resume testing by a director of public health, your local authority, or a local 

health protection team or you have a SEND unit within a secondary school. 

Staff who wish to do so may choose to access test kits, if required, from their local pharmacy or by 

ordering online. 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation/index.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/coronavirus/equipment-and-machinery/air-conditioning-and-ventilation/index.htm
https://www.cibse.org/coronavirus-covid-19
http://COVID-19:%20people%20with%20COVID-19%20and%20their%20contacts%20-%20GOV.UK%20(www.gov.uk)
http://COVID-19:%20people%20with%20COVID-19%20and%20their%20contacts%20-%20GOV.UK%20(www.gov.uk)
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
http://COVID-19:%20people%20with%20COVID-19%20and%20their%20contacts%20-%20GOV.UK%20(www.gov.uk)
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/get-tested-for-coronavirus/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057037/20220223_SEND_guidance.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057037/20220223_SEND_guidance.pdf
https://request-testing.test-for-coronavirus.service.gov.uk/?utm_source=24%20February%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests?utm_source=24%20February%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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A further update will be provided on test kits from 1 April 2022. 

NEW TESTING IN EDUCATION SETTINGS DOCUMENT SHARING PLATFORM 

Following the recent announcement of the ‘Living with COVID-19’ plan, which included changes in 

asymptomatic testing in early years, schools and colleges, a new testing in education settings 

document sharing platform is now live and has been updated with the latest guidance and 

supporting documents, including a ‘Living with COVID-19’ webinar.  

The existing primary and secondary schools document sharing platforms are no longer in use, please 

save the new platform as a bookmark for ease for future reference. 

SCHOOL WORKFORCE INCLUDING THOSE FORMERLY CONSIDERED TO BE CLINICALLY 

EXTREMELY VULNERABLE  

School leaders are best placed to determine the workforce required to meet the needs of their 

pupils. The government is no longer advising people to work from home if they can. 

Following expert clinical advice and the successful rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine programme, 

people previously considered to be particularly vulnerable, clinically extremely vulnerable (CEV), and 

high or higher-risk are not being advised to shield again. Children and young people who were 

previously identified as being in one of these groups are advised to continue to follow Guidance for 

people previously considered clinically extremely vulnerable from COVID-19. Children and young 

people over the age of 12 with a weakened immune system should follow Guidance for people 

whose immune system means they are at higher risk from COVID-19. Children and young people 

previously considered CEV should attend school and should follow the same COVID-19 guidance  as 

the rest of the population. In some circumstances, a child or young person may have received 

personal advice from their  specialist or clinician on additional precautions to take and they should 

continue to follow that advice. 

VACCINATION 

We recommend all Trust/school staff and eligible pupils take up the offer of a vaccine. 

You can find out more about the in-school vaccination programme in the COVID-19 vaccination 

programme for children and young people guidance for schools. 

9. Mandatory certification 

From 27 January, mandatory certification is no longer in place and so venues and events are not 

required by law to use the NHS COVID Pass as a condition of entry, but some may do so voluntarily.  

10. Welcoming children back to school 

In most cases, parents and carers will agree that a pupil with the key symptoms of COVID-19 should 

not attend the school, given the potential risk to others. If a parent or carer insists on a pupil 

attending your school where they have a confirmed or suspected case of COVID-19, you can take the 

decision to refuse the pupil if, in your reasonable judgement, it is necessary to protect other pupils 

and staff from possible infection with COVID-19. 

11. Attendance 

School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is a priority to ensure 

that as many children as possible regularly attend school. 

Where a child is required to self-isolate or quarantine because of COVID-19 in accordance with 

relevant legislation or guidance published by UKHSA or the DHSC, they should be recorded as code X 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-response-living-with-covid-19?utm_source=24%20February%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1euurg-X9V9fy-PAa3HAok_6Hf0rXmMCW
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1euurg-X9V9fy-PAa3HAok_6Hf0rXmMCW
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk/covid-19-guidance-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk/covid-19-guidance-for-people-whose-immune-system-means-they-are-at-higher-risk
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-children-and-young-people-guidance-for-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-vaccination-resources-for-schools/covid-19-vaccination-programme-for-children-and-young-people-guidance-for-schools
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(not attending in circumstances related to coronavirus). Where they are unable to attend because 

they have a confirmed case of COVID-19 they should be recorded as code I (illness). 

For pupils abroad who are facing challenges to return, code X is unlikely to apply. In some specific 

cases, code Y (unable to attend due to exceptional circumstances) will apply. Further guidance about 

the use of codes is provided in the school attendance guidance. 

12. Vulnerable children 

Where pupils who are self-isolating are within our definition of vulnerable, it is very important that 

you put systems in place to keep in contact with them, particularly if they have a social worker. 

Some children may be vulnerable who are not officially in statutory systems and schools should seek 

to support any children who they believe may have challenging circumstances at home. When a 

vulnerable pupil is self-isolating, you should:  

• notify their social worker (if they have one) and, for looked-after children, the local authority 

virtual school head  

• agree with the social worker the best way to maintain contact and offer support  

You should have procedures in place to:  

• check if a vulnerable pupil is able to access remote education support  

• support them to access it (as far as possible)  

• regularly check if they are accessing remote education  

• keep in contact with them to check their wellbeing and refer onto other services if additional 

support is needed.  

13. Travel and quarantine 

All children and staff travelling to England must adhere to government travel advice in travel to 

England from another country during coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Parents travelling abroad should bear in mind the impact on their child’s education which may result 

from any requirement to quarantine or isolate upon return. 

Where pupils travel from abroad to attend a boarding school, you will need to explain the rules to 

pupils and their parents before they travel to the UK. 

Additional government guidance has been issued on boarding school students quarantine and 

testing arrangements, however Wymondham Head teachers may instigate what measures they see 

fit to meet their own specific requirements. 

14. Remote education 

Where appropriate, you should support those who need to self-isolate because they have tested 

positive to work or learn from home if they are well enough to do so. Trust schools subject to the 

remote education temporary continuity direction are required to provide remote education to pupils 

covered by the direction where their attendance would be contrary to government guidance or 

legislation around COVID-19. 

You should maintain your capacity to deliver high-quality remote education across this academic 

year, including for pupils who are abroad, and facing challenges to return due to COVID-19 travel 

restrictions, for the period they are abroad. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/boarding-school-students-quarantine-and-testing-arrangements/boarding-school-students-quarantine-and-testing-arrangements--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/remote-education-temporary-continuity-direction-explanatory-note
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The remote education provided should be equivalent in length to the core teaching pupils would 

receive in school. 

You should work collaboratively with families and put in place reasonable adjustments so that pupils 

with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) can successfully access remote education. 

Full expectations for remote education, support and resources can be found on the get help with 

remote education service. Further support can be provided by the Trust education team. 

15. Pupil wellbeing and support 

Some pupils may be experiencing a variety of emotions in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, such 

as anxiety, stress or low mood. You can access useful links and sources of support on promoting and 

supporting mental health and wellbeing in schools. 

16. Educational visits 

Educational visits should be subject to risk assessments as normal and reflect any public health 

advice or in-country advice of the international destination. General guidance on educational visits   

is available and is supported by specialist advice from the Outdoor Education Advisory Panel (OEAP). 

For international educational visits, you should refer to the Foreign, Commonwealth and 

Development Office  travel advice and the guidance on international travel before booking and 

travelling to make sure that the school group meet any entry and in country requirements especially 

in relation to vaccinations. More information can be found here and in the guidance on health and 

safety on educational visits. You are advised to ensure that all bookings have adequate financial 

protection in place. You should speak to either your visit provider, commercial insurance company, 

or the risk protection arrangement (RPA) to assess the protection available. Independent advice on 

insurance cover and options can be sought from the British Insurance Brokers’ Association (BIBA) or 

Association of British Insurers (ABI).  

17. Wraparound Provision and extra-curricular activities 

Schools and early years settings should continue to offer their usual before and after-school 

activities, including wraparound childcare. This includes the use of peripatetic staff as required. 

More information on planning extra-curricular provision can be found in the guidance for providers 

who run community activities, holiday clubs, after-school clubs, tuition and other out-of-school 

provision for children. 

18. Department for Education COVID Helpline 

The Department for Education COVID-19 helpline and the UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) advice 

service are available to answer any questions you have about COVID-19 relating to education and 

childcare settings and children’s social care.  

19. Miscellaneous 

ASSEMBLIES, MEETINGS, TRAINING, SCHOOL PLAYS/PERFORMANCES 

Whilst there is no legal restriction, the decision on whether to hold any of the above on a face-to-

face basis at the current time is delegated to head teachers based on a risk assessment to determine 

if the event should go ahead. Things to consider should include but are not limited to: 

• infection rates within the school community, 

• the room/facilities available,  

https://get-help-with-remote-education.education.gov.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mental-health-and-wellbeing-support-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/mental-health-and-wellbeing-support-in-schools-and-colleges
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits
https://oeapng.info/
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://www.gov.uk/foreign-travel-advice
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1057106/220224_Schools_guidance.pdf#page=15
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits/health-and-safety-on-educational-visits
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/protective-measures-for-holiday-or-after-school-clubs-and-other-out-of-school-settings-for-children-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/contact-dfe?utm_source=24%20February%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
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• the ability to adequately ventilate,  

• numbers of staff involved,  

• hand hygiene measures,  

• enhanced cleaning before and afterwards.  

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  

All head teachers should revisit their existing outbreak plans to ensure they are well prepared for 

any future changes and ensure they are familiar with the Contingency Framework Guidance.  

Parents  carers should be regularly updated on measures in place and referred to the following link 

Guidance for parents and carers. 

During school holiday periods. Boarding students must either return home during the holiday period 

or reside with their authorised guardian in the UK. They will not be permitted to stay onsite. 

 

 

C J Lloyd 

Health and Safety Manager 

Sapientia Education Trust 

25 February 2022 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcare-settings?utm_source=7%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=8%20December%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19

